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Mr. MASON. oy 0, Sy 
int of the gentleman from Mississippi, because 
om opposed to all amendments and in favor of 


passing nothing except the first section of the bill. | 


| am disposed to act in such a way as wil! secure 
the speedy passage of the bill. If the gentleman 
fom Illinois [Mr. Bisse] is thoroughly advised 
and authorized by the Senate, or any members of 
the Senate who have sufficient influence to defeat 
fated if the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Jones] prevails, | should like to 
know who those membersare. Itis charged that 
there has been a combination in the Senate that 
has for the last two years defeated this measure, 
and prevented the warrants from being made as- 


sinable. oe : E 
“\r. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a question 
of order. In the first place, the action of the | 


Senate is not a legitimate subject for this House | 


to inquire into. 3 | 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
point of order good — The gentleman has no 
right to impugn the motives of the Senate. ‘ 
Mr. MASON. I have no disposition to violate 
the rules of the House. 


Mr. BISSELL. Will the gentleman from Ken- | 


tucky allow me to answer his interrogatory ? 
Mr. MASON. 
swered. 
Mr. BISSELL. The gentleman asks me wheth- 
er [am authorized by the Senate to say that this 


bill cannot pass that House without the provision | 


for the compensation of registers and receivers. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) 
point of order, although I am sorry to interrupt 
the gentleman. 

Mr. BISSELL. I am surprised that the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky should ask me that ques- 
tlon—— 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
rupt the gentleman, but this mode of debate has 
cone so far that it seems to me it ought to be 
stopped. It is a reference to the Senate with a 
view to affect the legislation of the House, and 
that I understand to be against the rules of the 


House, as it certainly is against the universal | 


practice. I did not say anything when this kind 
of debate was indulged in yesterday, but I think 
it has gone too far. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair supposes that 
a gentleman offering an amendment must speak to 
that amendment, and then one gentleman may 


speak in opposition to it, but the rule confines them | 


strictly to the merits or demerits of the particular 
amendment. 
some time for some gentleman to raise that point. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not raise that point. 
My point of order is, that it is out of order to 
refer to what the Senate may do upon the matter 
on which we are acting. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has so ruled. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
to answer the gentleman’s question. 

Mr. MASON. I should like the gentleman to 
answer it. I should like to know who it is in the 
Senate that have made a combination to defeat 
this bill unless the receivers come in for their 
share. It may be that some of these land re- 
celvers may have a very potent influence in the 
Baltimore or Philadelphia conventions, but then 
the soldiers and their friends are just as potent in 
confirming the nominations of those conventions. 
There has been long enough delay already in the 
passage of this bill. I approve of the provisions 
offered by my colleague, [Mr. Marsuau,] and 
by various other gentlemen, to extend the bounty 
land law. I shall be willing, at the proper time 
and in the proper bill, to vote to extend that law 
‘o the adult heirs of all deceased soldiers, because 

believe that the heirs of those who have fallen in 

ttle are just as much entitled to bounty lands as 
those soldiers who were so fortunate as to escape 
unhurt, But I agree with the gentleman from 
alg. that we ought now to pass the first 
Section of this bill, to make these warrants as- 
“gnable. If it is defeated in the Senate, let the 
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I am opposed to the amend- | 


nassage of this bill, to say that it will be de- | 


I shall be glad to hear it an- | 
I rise to a} 


I dislike very much to inter- | 


The Chair has been waiting for | 


[ should like to be permitted || 
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responsibility rest upon those Senators who have 
made a combination to defeat it. I want tosmoke 
out the combination to defeat this bill. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Witcox’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

' Mr. WEIGHTMAN moved to insert after the 
word ‘* troops,’’ in line seven of section four, the 
words: 

And the commissioned officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and privates of the company commanded by Captain 

|| St. Vrain, which served in New Mexico in the year 1847, 

|| against the enemies of the United States, and whose ser 

vices have not been paid for by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. W. said: The object of that amendment is 
to include the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and privates of the company commanded by Cap- 
tain St. Vrain, which has never been paid ‘by the 
Government of the United States. That whole 
|| company, with perhaps a few exceptions, served 
under the command of Colonel Sterling Price, for 
a period of one month; they subjected themselves 
to discipline in every way, as if they had been 
regularly mustered into service—indeed I am not 
prepared to say that they were not mustered into 
service. During the month for which they served 
they were engaged in three battles—the battles of 
La Cafiada, La Embuda, and Pueblo de Taos— 
the latter particularly a very hard-fought battle. 
They never received any compensation whatever 
from the Government of the United States, and | 
hope they will be included in this bill. 

Mr. SKELTON, I rise for the purpose of ap- 
pealing to the House to expedite the passage of 
this bill, for the parties who are to be benefited 
\,by it are, many of them, really suffering for the 
|| want of some such provision as it contains. I 
|| think it is the duty of the House to pass the bill 
|| as speedily as possible, and 1 am opposed to all 
|| amendments that delay our action upon it. I 

should like to see the bill amended by striking out 
all but the first twosections. ‘Those two sections 
are all thatthe soldiers ask for. One of those sec- 
|| tions proposes to make the land warrants trans- 
ferable, and the other to give compensation in 
|! future to the receivers and registers for locating 

those warrants. ‘Those two sections belong legit- 
| imately together, but the other sections are separate 
and distinct propositions, and should be stricken 
|| out of this bill. I believe that by striking out all 
but those first two sections, we shall facilitate the 
|| action of the House and give the bill such a shape 
|| as will meet the views of a majority of the mem- 
bers on this floor. 

Gentlemen from all parts of the country agree 
that the soldiers for whose benefit these land war- 
rants were issued, are extremely anxious that the 

| warrants should be made transferable. There is 
no question about the propriety of making them 
so, and hence [ think that it is clearly our duty so 

| to act as to secure the speedy passage of a bill to 
| effect that object. 

The time consumed in talking on this subject 

| and offering amendments to the bill may not be of 

| much consequence to us, but it is of consequence 
| to the men for whose benefit this action of the 
| House is demanded. Whilst we are talking they 
| are starving. Many of them are in destitute cir- 

|| cumstances, and some of them are almost in a 

| state of starvation; and I therefore ask the House 

to pass the first two sections without further de- 
| lay, and leave the other features of the bill for fu- 
| ture action. 

| Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I wish to say a single 

| word upon this amendment before the question is 

| taken. 

| [Cries of ** Order!’ * Order!’’} 

| he CHAIRMAN. No further discussion is 





in order. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
| ment to the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 
[A message was here received from the Senate, 
| by the hands of Assury Dicxins, their Secre- 

tary, announcing that they had passed a bill for 
the establishment of certain post routes. ] 

Mr. BISSELL. I propose an amendment to 
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line, after the word ‘ paid,’’ the words, “‘ or which 
shall hereafter be paid;” so as to provide that the 
troops, militia, or volunteers, or State troops of 
any State or Territory, whose services have been 
paid, or which shall be hereafter paid by the Uni- 
ted States, shall be entited to all the benefits of the 
act of 1850. 

Mr. Chairman, it has been stated here that there 
are about one hundred registers and receivers who 
will be recipients under this bill, if passed in its 
present shape. Thatis an exaggerated statement 
of the number by about one third, or more. But 
suppose it to be one hundred, I call the attention 
of the members of this committee to the conse- 
quence of passing this bill in its present shape. 
If we pass it without providing for their compen- 
sation, we shall have, at different times, at least 
one hundred applications to Congress from these 
registers and receivers for extra compensation, and 
we shall spend more money and more time in 
legislating upon these different bills during the 
next five years—for the applications will certainly 
be presented here—than four times the amount 
which is required to be appropriated for their pay- 
ment. Itcannot be otherwise. 
not fail to know that 
upon the Government. 


‘These men can- 
they have an honest claim 

Some of them have spent 
three years of their lives in the employment of 
the Government in loeating these lands; for which 
they have not received, I repeat again and again, 
$200 a year above the necessary clerk-hire. Now, 
will it not be as I have stated? Will not these 
men, their widows, their representatives, or their 
orphan children, come up here to Congress year 
after year, session after session, and clamor for 
their compensation, unless we make provision in 
this bill for that compensation ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call the gentle- 
man to order. We have already passed that sec- 
tion of the bill relating to the compensation of 
registers and receivers, and it is notin order for 
the gentleman from I|linois to discuss it now. 

Mr. BISSELL. I! giving a why 
the amendment which 1 proposed should be 
adopted. 


was reason 


Mr. JONES. I insist on my point of order. 
Mr. BISSELL. My remarks are perfectly in 
order. If the amendment which I have proposed 


be adopted, it will make the bill acceptable, and it 
will then, I believe, pass the House. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. 1 insist that my point of order 
shall be decided. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from IIli- 
nois, [Mr. Bisse..,} proposed an amendment with 


| regard to the payment of troops, and he is making 


a speech with regard to the payment of receivers, 
The Chair thinks that the gentleman’s remarks 
are not relevant to his amendment. 

Mr. BISSELL. I offer these remarks as a rea- 
son why my amendment should be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman must con- 
fine himself to his amendment. The Chair will 
remark again, that he shall feel it his duty to con- 
fine the remarks of gentlemen speaking in favor 
of an amendment to a mere statement of their rea- 
sons why it should be adopted; and those opposed 
to it, to a statement of the reasons why its nould 
not be adopted. 

Mr. BISSELL. Well, if the amendment which 
I have proposed be adopted, I think the bill can 
obtain a majority of the votes of the House, I 
think it ought to obtain a majority of our votes; I 
think it ought to pass for the reasons which I have 
given. If it do not pass, we shall hereafter ne- 
cessarily expend more money and more time in 
legislating upon this subject, which we are now 
discussing, than four times the $100,000 which it 
is proposed to be appropriated for the compensa- 
tion of these officers. 

{Here the hammer a 

Mr. SWEETSER. do not know that it 
would become me to express the surprise I feel at 
the train of argument which has been indulged in 
by the honorable gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
Bissert.} But I rise for the purpose of appealing 


the fourth section, «I propose to insert in the fourth || to this committee, to every intelligent and patriotic 
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e, to know if they are prepared to bafter. [should be glad to accomplish more, but 





sten with any favor to such a strain of remark | think it best to secure what we can. 


as bas been indulged in by the gentleman from Ihi- 
noia? As was remarked on yesterday, the gentle- 
men who have advocated the various propositions 
in relation to the payment of registers and receiv- 
ers of the different land offices, have presented 
nothing but discord from the beginning of the 
session down to the present moment. There has 
heen noconcert of action or sentiment among them. 
But, on yesterday, when the gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. Bisse.1] was understood to offera threat, 
that unless these measures were ingrafted upon 
the bill making land warrants assignable, that it | 
would fail to pass the House, and when that point 
was made by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Sreruens,] | thought that would be the end of 
such a course of argument. But now the gentle- 
man from Illinois offers another amendment, and 
on it repeats his demonstrations of yesterday. 
After all the propositions for the payment of these 
registers and receivers have met with no favor here, 
for the purpose of still further enforcing the argu- 
ment, he tells this House and the country that, 
after this demonstration, unless we ingraft this 
proposition wpon the bill, the bill will not only be 
defeated, but that Congress will be burdened, now 
and for all time to come, with these various ap- 
plications of registers and receivers for compensa- 
tion. Now I beg gentlemen to reflect on this course 
ofargument. Are the American Congress to be told 
here, that if they will not tack upona bill all sorts 
of irrelevant propositions and those which have 
not sufficient merit in them to meet the approba- 
tion of a majority of this body—that unless we 
do that, the men who have these propositions will 
urge them tosuch an extent tha? they will become 
incumbrances to the legislation of the country— 
to such an extent they will break down all oppo- 
sition? Sir, such appeals as these, in my judg- 
ment, ought not to be made to this House. It 
seems to me that this question has been carried to 
a point of desperation upon the part of these gen- 
tlemen. Now I call upon gentlemen who desire 
to see this bill pass, to fall back upon the provis- 
ion which seemed to meet the wishes of a major- 
ity of the committee on yesterday—simply to 
make land warrants assignable. Beyond that point 
gentlemen cannot agree upon the various proposi- 
tions presented, and beyond that oa I believe 
the majority of the committee are determined not 
to go. ‘There isa disposition in Congress—both 
in this and in the other end of the Capitol—to pass 
a measure so meritorious as this. But I believe 
any proposition, beyond that of merely making 
the warrants assignable, will not meet a general 
concurrence. Upon that point I take my posi- 
tion, and turn my back upon all propositions to 
go further. [assert my right, and I mean to main- 
tain it. | will not be driven from my position, and 
I hope the committee will not be driven from its 
position. If gentlemen intend still to come for- 
ward with these various propésitions, I tell them 
to beware how they attempt to force their con- 
clusions upon this committee or upon the country. 

{Here the hammer fell.] : 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Bissex1’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was not 
agreed to, 


Mr. SAVAGE. I havean amendment to offer. 


I move the following, to come in at the end of the 
fourth section: 


That the officers, non-commissioned officers, and _pri- 
vates Of the Marine Corps, engaged in the service of the 
United States in the late war with Mexico, on the line of 
operations between the city of Vera Cruz and the city of 
Mexico, and in case of death, then the widow and heirs at 
law be allowed the benefits of an act, approved the 28th of 
September, 1850, entitled “ An act granting bounty land to 
certain officers and soldiers, who have been engaged in the 
military service of the United States.”’ 


Mr. 8. said: I offer the amendment for the pur- 
pose of saying, that the bill now before us would 
not effect all the good that might be accomplished, 
yet it demanded our action, and would secure 
much that the constituents of many gentlemen 
were pressing upon them. 

Its friends propose to make the warrants assign- | 
able, and provide for their location, and this puts 
the matter in the same condition as when it passed 
this House at the first session of the last Congress. 
I will vote for the bill in this shape, because it 
meets the necessity of the present moment, and 
does not prevent a more extended legislation here- | 


J am for the most liberal legislation in favor of 
those who have done service for the country, not 
only from inclination, but asa matter of policy. 


| The public lands are to be disposed of, and | have 


my choice among donees. I prefer the claims of 
the man who has periled himself in our service, | 
care not who heis. I am for the marine, as well 
as the soldier, for well | remember when your 
Capitol was to be defended, the only spot upon 
the battle-field where the eye of an American could 


rest without shame, was defended by seamen. | 


But while we struggle for things now unattainable, 
we may lose that which is within our reach. 
The question was then taken upon Mr. Say- 


| AGE’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 


not agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I feel it my duty to offer for 
the consideration of the committee, one amendment 
more, which, 1 think, is very meritorious. It is 
to strike out the third section, and insert the 
amendment which I send to the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. 
and 

The CHAIRMAN. 
in order at this time. 

Mr. DUNHAM. 
the fourth section of the bill, the following amend- 
ment: 

And be it further enacted, That in computing the term of 
service the officers and soldiers of militia, volunteers, and 
rangers, for the purposes of Uhis act, or of the act of which 
this act is explanatory, such term shall be computed from 
the time they were mustered into the service of and paid 
by the United States atthe time they were discharged there- 
frem: Provided, That this section shall not extend to the cases 
provided for by the provisos to the first section, and by the 
second section of the act approved the 25th of Septeiber, 
1850, entitled ** An act granting bounty land to certain offi- 
cers and soldiers who have been engaged in the military 
service of the United States.”’ 

Mr. D. said: I presume, from the indications 
this morning, that the motion of the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to strike out all ex- 
cept the first section is to prevail. But I desire to 
ofter this amendment, for I have no doubt that if 
it is properly understood by the committee, and if 
the bill is to pass at all, they will be perfectly will- 
ing that this amendment shal! go with it. It is to 





That amendment is not 


| provide for those troops which were engaged in 


the Black Hawk war. There were many com- 
panies of rangers called out for that service. They 
served in the war until peace was concluded some 
two or three months. They had enlisted, how- 
ever, asrangers for twelve months. After peace 
was concluded, they were occupied in active service 
upon the frontier, for the whole twelve months for 
which they enlisted. ‘The construction of the De- 
partment, as put upon the act of 1850, which is, 
that soldiers are only entitled to receive’ bounty 
land for the time the war actually existed, cuts 
them off with forty acres of land, whereas a proper 
interpretation of the act would give them one hun- 
dred and sixty. Theintention of the amendment 


| I have offered is, to enable these men to receive one 


hundred and sixty acres of land for their whole 
twelve months’ service which they rendered, and 
which was of the most arduous and laborious char- 
acter. It was not only laborious, but it was a 
service for which they were inadequately compen- 


We have passed the third section, 


Then | propose to add to | 


sated. They received certain monthly wages, but | 


out of that they had to provide provender for their 


own horses, for it must be remembered that they | 


wereall mounted troops. Ittook nearly the whole of 
those wages to pay the expenses they were obliged 
to pay in order to support themselves and their 


_ horses. ‘They received, then, comparatively noth- 
| ing for their services, and they are turned off, under 


the construction of the law by the Department, 


|| with only forty acres of land, notwithstanding they 


performed twelve months arduous services. 


While I am up, I wish to call the attention of |! 


the committee to a matter which passed between 
my colleague and myself on yesterday. 
letter I referred to as having been received from 
the Commissioner of the Land Office. I stated 


It is the | 
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of land entered at the offices. As a matioy 
course, they get their percentage. One du; for 
them is to examine the quarterly returns pe c 
three months, and put their signatures upon the m4 
Another duty-is to sit upon the Board where - 
is a conflict: as to preémption right. io 
stance, here is a person who claims a preém — 
right, and another individual desires to an 
with a land warrant. A board is organize) ~ 
decide whether the claimant is entitled 0 & tie. 
emption right or not. The receiver conetiin., 
one of that Board, and such a case does not mr 
ably occur in one out of six thousand haiiies 
A man does not want to enter a section of land 
with a warrant when he sees that in doing ’ 
there will be a controversy between him and A 
preémption claimant as to the title. The Jou:, 
which I received from the Commissioner of ,),, 
General Land Office, I will send to the table the 
every member may see that I was warranted 
the statement I made yesterday. 

The letter is as follows: 

Genera LANp Orricr, January 15, 1259 

Sir: In reply to your inquiry as to the duties performed 

by reeeivers in Jocating military bounty land y 


Warrants, | 
have the honor to state, thatthe only labor required of these 


otlicers is the folowing: To receive the money and issye 
a receipt for the excess of land Jocated beyond that cajjna 
for by the warrant: ‘To examine the warrant located, with 
the register’s return thereof at the close of each month. xo 
as to be enabled to join the register in the certificate ac tp 
the correctness ofthe retarn ; and to set with him as a por- 
tion of the Board to examine and adjudicate upon testiiy. 
ny submitted when the location made by the holder @ q 


sO 


dat 


iv 


, Warrant is contested by another upon the ground of its ey. 


e 


bracing his actual settlement and cultivation without 
onsent. 
r With great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. BUTTERFIELD, Commissioner. 

Hon. C. L. Dunnam, House of Representatives, 

Mr. BRENTON. I suppose my colleague 
[Mr. Dunnam] did not allude to me in his remarks, 
but to my friend over the way, (Mr. Firven,} os | 
have not called the attention of the committee to 
the duties of the receivers of land offices. | wish 
simply to state, in a very few words, that a part of 
the statement professing to have come from the 


luis 


| Commissioner of the General Land Office, in refer- 


ence to the duties of the receiver in locating bounty 
land warrants, is correct. But it does not cover 
the whole case, and I presume that had the proper 
question been propounded by the gentleman, in 
his search after knowledge to the Commissioner of 


‘the General Land Office, that he would have ob- 


tained all the facts in the case. I understand the 
gentleman to state, that the letter shows that the 
duty of the receiver, so far as,he is connected with 
the location of land warrants 1s concerned, is sim- 
ply to sign his name to the monthly abstract, an- 
nothing more. Now, lundertake to say, and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office wil! not 
dare to contradict me in reference to it, that in the 
case of every land warrant located, the receiver has 


' to inspect it, and sign his name upon the face of it 


three distinct and different times, and if such a war- 


' rant is not returned here to the Commissioner, with 


the three distinct signatures upon it by the receiver, 
it will be returned to be amended. He hasto sign 
it at the time of the application; he has to sign it 


when it is received to certify that this location is 


correct, and lastly, he has to sign it by certifying 
at the bottom thereof that the location is according 
to law. In addition to this, at the end of every 
month the receiver visits the register’s office, and 
the warrants are taken up one at a time, and com- 
pared with the monthly abstract, the Tract Book 
and with the plats, in order to ascertain that the 
location does not interfere with any location before 
made. These are the duties of the receiver. * It 
is also made a part of his duty to join with the 


‘register in certifying that the examination has 
| been made, and that the locations are made in ac- 


cordance with the provisions of the law. I make 


_ these statements in regard to the duties of receivers 


that the letter showed that the feceivers of the || 
land offices performed comparatively no labor in | 


the location of these warrants. That letter does 
show that fact. It shows that they receive an 

money that is paid into the land offices, and it is 
their obvious duty to receive and take charge of 
all the moneys which may be made as overplus be- 


of land offices, knowing that the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office will not controvert them. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman makes the 
remark, that if I had made the proper inquiry of 
the Commissioner, he would have given me a dif- 
ferent answer. I have only to say that my inquiry 
was made in person of the Commissioner as ‘0 
what were the duties performed by the receivers 


| in the land offices. That letter which I have sent 


to the table is the answer I received. 
Mr. BRENTON. If the gentleman had called 
upon him to furnish a located land warrant he 


tween the amount of land warrants and the amount || would have seen upon the paper itself the very 
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aus which I have stated, and the Commissioner 
al pet controvert them. 
"The question was then taken on the amendment 
yr. Donttam; and it was not agreed to. 

vir. CLARK. | presume it will be in order to 


ave to strike out all after the third section of the 


The CHAIRMAN. It will be in order. 

vir, CLA RK. I propose, then, as an,amend- 
ot. to strike out all after the third section. | 
"eh to utter but a word or two upon this subject; 
vot [will state that I make this proposition in good 
qih. 1 think it is worthy the serious and favor- 
“ie consideration of the House. It is manifest 
‘hat there is agreat Variety of views arising upon 
she different provisions of the bill. It is manifest 
hat there is a majority in favor of the first section 


* the bill, which prerid for making land war- | 


ants assignable. It is doubtful whether there is 
. majority in favor of paying registers and re- 
vivers, and still more doubtful whether there is a 
majority in favor of issuing a new class of land 


yarrants. Now, | ask gentlemen of the commit- 


we if we cannot compromise upon the three first | 


vctions of this bill—that is, upon the sections 
oroviding for making land warrants assignable, 
‘yp paying registers and receivers for past services 
and for future services? 

[have no thought myself of being generous be- 
fore l am just. As between man and man, let us 
jigpense justice, and let grace come afterwards. 
What is the original granting of bounty land war- 
ants but a mere gratuity? It is that, and noth- 

r else. But to that I do not object. It is an- 
ther gratuity to make them assignable, because 
you add facilities thereby to enable those to whom 
vou have extended the favor of the Government io 
obtain still greater favors. To this, by itself, I 
have no objection. But [ do object, and I think 
iystly, to acourse of legislation which, with one 
and, grants gratuities to one class of citizens, 
and at the same time imposes corresponding bur- 
dens upon others. Have you a right to dispense 
bounty land warrants, as you have done, and in 
the very act compel your employees to perform a 
arger amount of services, without any reasonable 
sompensation whatever? Is that just and right? 
Does it commend itself to the good consciences of 
gentlemen here? I cannot see upon what princi- 
le it does, nor upon what principle it appeals 
either to the good judgment or the good feelings of 
gentlemen. Now, if you have required a certain 
cass of your employees to perform a large amount 
oflabor, why not p#¥ them? It was said by the 
gentleman over the way, (Mr. Joun W. Howe,] 
yesterday, that if registers and receivers are not 
satisfied with the compensation which they are re- 
ceiving, let them resign. 1 ask, were they under 
any obligation to suppose that such an argument 
would be urged against them, or to conclude that 
the Government would not do them justice? Why, 
let me ‘say that the various committees of this 
House are employed every day in canvassing 
the claims of those who suppose that they have 
claims upon the Government, and deciding as to 
whether they shall not make such claimants whole, 
and grant them compensation for services ren- 
dered. Now, if gentlemen can tell me that these 
men were under obligations to have believed that 
tus Government would refuse to make them com- 
pensation, then there would have been force in the 
remark which has been made by the gentleman 
fom Pennsylvania, [Mr. Joun W. Howe,] and 
vy other gentlemen. 

(Here the Chairman’s hammer fell.] 

Mr. GOODENOW. If I rightly understand 
the proposition of the honorable member from 
owa, it is to strike out the last two sections, the 
fourth and fifth, leaving only the first three sec- 
tons, To this proposition id 
the only part of the bill which will enable any por- 
ton of the citizens of my State to receive any ben- 
eit from it. I am persuaded there exists a very 
general desire throughout the country that land 
Warrants may be made assignable. 





‘0 receive the concurrence of the House, and I was 
disposed to vote in favor of it, but when I observe 
gentlemen from various portions of the country 
Proposing so many amendments, and differing so 
widely as to their justice and propriety, I have 
“ome to the conelusion that the best way is to pass 
the Senate bill without amendment; if that cannot 

, then to strike out all but this first section, 


am opposed, as it is | 


mi I was inclined | 
‘ the opinion that the bill from the Senate ought | 
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which alone seems to meet with general acceptance. 

If this general scramble to obtain the lands of the 
United States is to continue, and be successful, it 
is no more than fair and right that the Northern 
and Eastern States shall come in for a share; and 
if there is any portion of this bill which will extend 
a benefit to any portion of the citizens of my State, 
1 am most assuredly opposed to striking that part 
out. Itis my desire that we may come speedily 
to a vote upon the proposition of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] to strike out all but 
the first section of the Senate bill. 

‘The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from lowa, (Mr. Crark,] 
aud it was disagreed to. 

Mr. FITCH. I offer the following amendment, 
to come in at the end of the fourth section of the 
bill: 


Except so far asto give them any additional amount 
of land, to which the services provided for in this section 
may entitle them; the aggregate of land in no one case to 
exceed one hundred and eigiity acres. 


You will perceive the proviso to this section 
provides **that nothing herein contained shall 
authorize bounty land to those who have hereto- 
fore received or become entitled to the same.’’ 
Under a construction of the previous law, L believe 
by the Commissioner of Pensions, or perhaps the 
Secretary of the Interior, a person having served 
at two or more diflerent times is permitted to select 
the longer period of service upon which to receive 
his warrant, orthe Commissioner puts two or more 
of these terms together and issues to him a war- 
rant to which the aggregate time would entitle him. 
Those provided for by the section could not be re- 
cipients in the manner indicated under this con- 
struction, for if they served previously and received 
forty acres, and were entitled under this section 


| to forty additional acres, they could not obtain it, 


| the members of the House. 


and the object of my amendment is simply to per- 
mit them to obtain that number of acres which 
the aggregate time of their services would allow 
them. 

lam sorry to be compelled again to alliude to 
my colleague, [Mr. Duniam,] because he thinks 
I did not do it yesterday in that spirit of courtesy 
which should be extended from one to the other of 
But | presume the 
y him to-day, to the statement 
in relation to the letter of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office by myself, were intended to 
apply to me. I did state, on yesterday, and | 
should not hesitate much to repeat it now, that 
the letter which he produced here in support of 
inis statement that receivers did nothing, or little 
short of nothing in the location of bounty land 
warrants, was not sustained by the letter itself. 
That letter did not go into details of the service 
rendered by the receiver. I then had a letter, 
which is now in the possession of the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. CampsBe.t,] from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, which states that 
the duties of the register and receiver are almost 
identical, and that they are nearly or quite quad- 
ruple the duties of the same officers when the sales 
of land are for cash. I profess to be willing to 
compensate registers and receivers for past and 
prospective service in locating these bounty land 
warrants, but the provision for their compensation 
in this bill is objected to. This objection, I ap- 
prehend, is a mere subterfuge, and come up in 
what shape it would, the proposition for compen- 
sating these men would be met with objections 
on the part of certain gentlemen. If they are will- 
ing to compensate them, why not do it now, in 
connection with a matter pertaining to bounty land 
warrants? 

A word, sir, as to the combination here, andin 
the other end of the Capitol, to connect the pro- 
vision for the compensation of registers and re- 


exceptions taken by 


| ceivers with this bill, which prevails so largely in 


the imagination of some gentlemen upon the floor, 
and I expect it exists nowhere else than in their 
imagination. No such combinations exist to my 
knowledge, and I believe it has no existence out- 
side their prolific brains. But if it does exist, it 
is a combination of the friends of a class of United 
States officers who have been legally robbed, they 
having accepted office under a law which has been 


| since changed, having accepted office from the 


| 


| 


Government with the expectation of receiving the 
fees to which they were entitled by law, and of 
which they were subsequently deprived by the 
action of that very Government, in changing the 
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lands, thus’ depriving them of 
which they had every right to 
t was asked by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Mason,] why, when they became 
aware that they were not receiving compenga- 
tion enough, they did not resign? Before they 
were aware of the effect of these bounty land bills 
upon their compensation, they had rendered service 
to a large amount; and they held on to the office 
in the expectation, which I fear is likely to bea 
vain one, that the Government would do them 
justice—would compensate them for the services 
they have honestly rendered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I have not en- 
gaged heretofore in the discussion of this bill, and 
1 only wish now to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to a single matter of fact, which is in op- 
position to the amendment only in this respect: 
that it is no use for us to support any other 
amendment which may be offered here. Wemay 
as well take this bill as itis. A motion is either 
pending, or very shortly to be made, upon the de- 
cision of which, the bill goes one way or the 
other. Those who are opposed to the bill have 
ceased, since we passed the first section, to offer 
amendments, and I would suggest to the friends of 
the measure to let the vote be had now upon the 
motion, Itis hardly worth while for them to de- 
lay it. The crisis of the bill must come upon one 
motion, and that is the mouon to strike out all of 
the bill after the first section. For my own part, 
1 am extremely anxious that the Senate bill shall 
pass as it has come tous. There is no wsein the 
friends of the measure consuming further time in 


mannér of selling 
that compensation 
expect, 


delaying the vote upon the motion to strike out. 
There is no use of offering amendments when we 
know they cannot be carried, whether reasonable 
or unreasonable. I hope we may have a vote on 
the bill, and that it mav be disposed of. 

The question was taken upon the amendment 
of Mr. Fircn, and it was rejected, 

The question recurred upon the amendment 
of Mr. Jones, of ‘Tennessee, to strike out all of 
the bill after the first section. 

Mr. FOWLER demanded teller; which were 
ordered, and Messrs. Fowrer and Carrrer were 
appointed, 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, the tellers having reported—ayes 
106, noes 38. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the 
committee rise, and report the bill and amend- 
ments to the House. 

Mr. BARRERE. 
ment to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair supposes it is 
not in order, the committee having stricken out all 
after the first section. 

Mr. BARRERE. 
to the bil. 

The CHAIRMAN. That will be in order. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I rise to a point of order. 
We have amended the first section, and passed 


I wish to offer an aménd- 


I wish to add anew section 


upon it. 
“The CHAIRMAN. 

additional section. 
Mr. BARRERE. 


ditional section: 


This is proposed as an 


I offer the following as an ad- 


Sec. — And be it further enacted, That if any officer or 
soldier, who would. if living, be entitled to bounty land 
under the several acts to which this act is an amendment, 
has died since the rendition of the services by which he 
would be so entitled, and who has léit no widow now lis 
ing, that the warrant to which he would if living be. so 
entitled, shall issue first to his heire-at-law ina descend 
ing line, if he shall have left any such heirs ; and if he shall 
have left no such heirs who still survive, that such warrant 
shall issue to the father of such officer or soldier, or if the 
father be dead, then that the same shall issue to the mother of 
such officer or soldier. And if the mother be dead, in the 
last place, that such warrant shall issue to the brothers and 


, sisters of such officer or soldier, if any still survive. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I make a point of 
order upon that amendment. The bill as now 
amended authorizes the sale and transfer by as- 
sienment of land warrants. The effect of the gen- 
tleman’s motion is to bring new matter into the 
bill. All that part relating to theamendment now 
proposed, having been stricken out, I think it is 
not in order. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment to be in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
is, that it is not germane. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order. 


The Chair holds the 
My point of order 


The Chair overrules the 
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Mr. BARRERE. 
mane. 

Mr. MASON. I take an appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides, that 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Barrere] is in order. From that decision the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mason] takes an 
appeal. The question is, Shall the opinion of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee? 

The question was then taken upon the appeal, 
and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. BARRERE. 
is perfectly germane. As this bill authorizes land 
warrants to be issued and made assignable, it is 
proper, I think, that we should extend this privi- 
lege as far as the principles of this are required to 
be extended. Iam not favorable to a system of 
bounty lands, but inasmuch as we have such a 
system we should have it predicated upon such 


prineples as will operate fairly upon all classes | 


alike. Now, I cannot see any reason why the 
officers or soldiers who served in the late war, and 
who have died.and left minor children, should re- 
ceive any advantage from this bounty land act, 
while the heirs of the officers and soldiers who 
have served in St. Clair’s campaign, in Hemar’s 
campaign, in 1811, when there wasan Indian war 
in the State of Indiana, and those too who served 
in the war of 1812, who have died and have not 
happened to leave minor children and widows, 
do not get any of the benefits of the act. The 
heirs of none of these persons get any land war- 
rants. I have received more letters upon this 
subject than upon the subject of making warrants 
assignable. There are cases in the section of coun- 
try which I represent, where soldiers who served 
in thecampaigns of Hamar, St.Clair,and Wayne, 
and in 1812, 1813, and 1814, to which I have al- 
luded, have died, leaving widows, who are now 
deceased also, and where the heirs- at-law do not 
deriveany benefit from this bounty land law. Now, 
if these lands are given by the United States to pay 
for services which these men have rendered, and if 
they deserve such bounty for their services, [ think 
that justice requires that the heirs of these persons 
should be entitled to the benefits of such bounty. I 
think the heirs-at-law of those men, who settled in 
the western country and turned out in its defence 
in the various wars that have taken place, are as 
rouch entitled to their complement of land, as are the 
widows of the soldiers themselves. I think if we 
will look upon it in that light, that we will make 
the bill in form as it ought to be. I should have 
been far from offering this proposition at this 


. . ' 
time, had I not been induced to do so by the 


numerous letters I have received from my district, 


and from the belief that the wishes of my district | 


expressed in those letters is in accordance with 
the true principles that ought to be ingrafted into 
this bill. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I offer the follow- 
ing amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Barrere:} 

And that ifany person who may be entitled to bounty land 
under the act of September 28, 1850, shall die after his ap 
plication and completion of proof, the land certificate so 
granted shall descend to, and may be located by his heirs 
of legal representatives. 

I desire to state to thp House this fact, and i 
state it because the cases arose under my own ob- 
servation. There have passed through my hands 
to the Commissioner of Pensions, quite a number 
of applications for bounty lands. 
some half dozen cases, where the applicants have 
died since filing their declarations, which have laid 
in the office for some years. Now, I find the land 
warrants issuing for these persons, who have left 
no legal representatives, widows, or such heirs as 
are provided for by the law. 
itis but right, if it isthe sense of the House, that 
the heirs and legal representatives of that class of 
persons—many of wheel were young—should be 
entitled to these certificates, after the original ap- 
plicants have been to the troubie of making their 
declarations and filing their proof. 

Here isa young man whe has died, leaving 
neither a wife nor children; but the certificate 
has issued. 
provision to be made, that the certificate shall go 
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| 


I think the motion I made 


I have had | 


I desire, and I think | 


Now, in such a case as that 1 wish | 


Mr. FOWLER. Iam opposed to this and to 
all armendments, and I am entirely sick of this 
talk. Let us have the question. ; 
The question was then taken on Mr. Furrer’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was not 
agreed to. 
Mr. COBB. c 
know that a speech at this time would not be ac- 
ceptable from anybody. I offer the amendment 
which I send to the Chair, and ask that a vote 
may be taken upon it. We have now got clear of 
the registers and receivers, and this amendment is 
intended for the benefit of a very meritorious class 
of our citizens. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman offer 
as an Amendment to the amendment? 
Mr. COBB. We have voted down the amend- 
ment, have we not? 

The CHAIRMAN. No vote has yet been taken 
on the amendment. 

Mr. COBB. Then I offer it as an amendment 
to the amendment. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
where the militia or volunteers or State troops of any State 
or ‘Territory were called into military service, and whose 
services have been paid by the United States subsequent to 
the eighteenth of June, eighteen hundred and twelve, the 
officers, soldiers, and teamsters of such militia, volunteers, 
or troops, shall be entitled to all the benefits ot the act en 
titled ** An act granting bounty land to certain officers and 
soldiers who have been engaged in the military service of 
the United States,”? approved September twenty-eighth, 
eighteen hundred and fitty: Provided, That the first pro- 
viso of the fourth section of the act of twenty-eighth of Sep- 

| tember, eighteen hundred and fiity, granting bounty land, 
&c., (which excluded members of Congress frum the ben- 
elits thereof,) be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

Mr. COBB. I want merely to remark, that, 
my amendment also proposes to repeal the proviso 
of the act of September 2&th, 1850, which excluded 
members of Congress from the benefit of the act. 
Fortunately, I am not a soldier, so that this pro- 
vision will not apply to me. 

Mr. CARTTER. Unfortunately, you mean. 

Mr. COBB. No, sir; fortunately now, as I 
have offered the amendment. ‘The bill of 1850 
excluded members of Congress from the benefits 
of that act, and the proviso to this amendment 
places them upon the same footing as other sol- 
diers who did not happen to be members of Con- 
gress. 

The first part of the amendment provides for a 
class of men whom it was intended to provide for 
by the act of September 28th, 1850, but by a forced 
construction of the Secretary of the Interior, they 
have been excluded from the benefits of that act. 
I have deemed it my duty towards these individ- 
uals to endeavor to get this amendment passed; 
but if the House thinks it ought not to pass, why 
let it go. 

| Mr. FOWLER. I object to this amendment, 
| and call for the question. 

Mr. COBB. One word more. 

[Cries of ** Order!’’] 

Mr. COBB. I have not exhausted my five 
minutes. 

Mr. FOWLER. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. COBB. I care nothing about it 

[Loud cries of ** Order!’’] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Coss’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was not 
agreed to. 


it 


The question recurring on Mr. Barrere’s | 


amendment, it was put and the amendment was 
rejected. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia. 
| following as an additional section to the bill: 
And be it further enacted, That any sale or assignment 
of such warrant heretofore made for a valuable consider- 


ation, shall be deemed valid as though such warrant had 
been assignable at the time of sale or assignment. 


1 shall make no speech, being satisfied that if |! 


the amendment does not recommend itself to the 

| House, nothing I can say will secure its passage. 

The question was then taken om the amendment, 
and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. VENABLE moved that the committee rise, | 


| and: report the bill as amended to the House; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 
committee reported that the Committee of the 

| Whole on the state of the Union had had the 


to the collateral heirs or legal representatives, and | Union generally under consideration, and particu- 


the claim be allowed, without requiring a new ap- 
plication and new proof. 


} 
| 


‘ 


_ larly the special order of the House, being Senate 


| bill 146, entitled ‘‘ An act to make land warrants 


I have been here too long not to | 


I offer the | 


se 


| assignable, and for other purposes,” 
rected him to report the same back to the Hous 
with amendments, and with a recommendation that 
hat 


the amendments be agreed to and thaj the bil! do 
pass. ; 


_Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved 
vious question. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand that 
_my colleague moves the previous question op the 
bill and on the amendments, | 
The SPEAKER. It covers both. 
The previous question was|then seconded and the 
| main question ordéred. ; = 
The SPEAKER stated the first question to h, 
on concurring in the amendment of the Commi. 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, to add » 
the end of the first section of the bill the followine- 
Provided, That the warrants which have been, oy Ro 
hereafter be issued, in pursuance of said act or of this ... 
may be located upon any lands of the United States « 
to private entry at the time of such location, at the minimys, 
price. Provided further, That when said warrants shalt hp 
located upon lands which are subject to entry at q greater 
| minimum than one dollar and twenty-five cents per ACTE, the 
locators of said warrants shall pay to the’ United States, jy 
cash, the difference between the vatue of such warrants 9 
one doljar and twenty-five cents per acre, and the tract of 
land located on. 


The question was then put, and it was decided 

in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. HALL. When that amendment was adopt. 
| ed in committee, there were sections to the bil! 

authorizing the issue of warrants, but those sec. 

tions were subsequently stricken out, and there. 
fore I would suggést that the words ‘or of this 
act”’ be stricken out; they mean nothing. 

| TheSPEAKER. Itcan only be done by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. FITCH objected. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to recon. 

sider the vote by which the amendment was con- 

| curred in, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
|} The SPEAKER stated the next question to be 
| on concurring in the amendment of the committee to 
strike out all after the first section of the bill, com- 
'| prising the following sections, viz: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the registets 
| and receivers of the land offices, shall hereafter be sever- 

ally authorized to charge and receive for their services in 

locating all military bounty land warrants, issued since the 
| eleventh day of February, eighteen hundred and forty- 
seven, the same compensation or percentage to which they 
are entitled by law for sales of the public lands for cash, at 
the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the 
| said compensation to be hereafter paid by the assignees or 
holders of such warrants where th®\ have been transferred 
| under the provisions of any act of Congress, and the regu- 
| lations of the General Land Office; and to be paid out of 
the Treasury of the United States upon the adjustment of 
| the accounts of such officers, where it shall be shown wt 
| the satisfaction of the Commissioner of the General Land 

Office that the warrant was located by the soldier or war- 

| rantee, or his next of kin, as provided for by law. 

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That registers ani 
| receivers, whether in or out of office, at the passage of 
| this act, or their legal representatives in case of death, shall 
|| be entitled to receive from the Treasury of the United 
|| States, for services heretofore performed in docating mili- 
| tary bounty land warrants, the same rate of compensation 
|| provided in the preceding section for services hereafter t 
| be performed, after deducting the amount already received 
| by such officers under the act entitled ‘ An act to require 
| the holders of military land warrants to compensate the 
| land officers of the United States for services in relation to 
the location of those warrants,” approved May seven- 
teenth, eighteen hundred and forty-eight: Provided, That 
no register or receiver shall receive any compensation out 
of the Treasury for past services, who has charged and re- 
ceived illegal fees for the location of such warrants: ind 
|| provided further, That no register or receiver shall re- 
| ceive for his services during any year, a greater compensa 
tion than the maximum now allowed by law. 
| Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
'| where the militia or volunteers or State troops of any State 
| or Territory were called into military service, and whose 
|| services have been paid by the United States subsequent to 
| the eighteenth of June, eighteen hundred and twelve, the 
| Officers and soldiers of such militia, volunteers or troops, 
|| shall be entitled to all the benefits of the act entitled “An 
|| act granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who 
|| have been engaged in the military service of the United 
| States,”? approved September twenty-eighth, eighteen hun- 
|| dred and fifty, and shall receive lands for their services a¢- 
cording to the provisions of said act, upon proof of lengt! 
| of service as therein required; and that the last proviso of 
| the ninth section of the act of the eleventh of February, eig!- 
| teen hundred and forty-seven, be and the same is hereby r*- 
|| pealed: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
authorize bounty land to those who have heretofore received 
or become entitled to the same. 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That where any 
company, battalion or regiment, in an organized form, 
Jace where they 
nited States, oF 


and had di. 


the pre- 


iS act, 


thier 


| marched more than twenty miles to the 
were mustered into the service of the 
| were discharged more than twenty miles from the place 


i 
i] 
|| 


| 
| 
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.| where such company, battalion, or regiment was organized : 
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in all Sta 
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and soldiers of any such company, battalion, or 
agent, with a view to determine the quantity of land 
r"omieer or soldier is entitled to uader said act, approved 
a aty-eighth September, eighteen hundred and fifty, there 

all be allowed ooe day for every twenty miles from the 
vee where the company, battalion or regiment was or- 
siged. to the place where the same was mustered into 
rvice of the United States; and also one day for 
ovory twenty miles from the place where such company, 
yattalion, OF regiment was discharged, to the place where it 
was organized, and from whence it marched to enter the 


ran 


aed the Senate, January 21, 1852. 

“Attest : ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 

Mr. BISSELL demanded the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr, HOUSTON. That amendment proposes 
«strike out several sections, and I desire to in- 
2 iireof the Chair whether it is not competent for 
, separate vote tobe taken upon striking out each 
section, if it shall be called for? 

“The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it is 
not. 
a. HOUSTON. There are some of the sec- 
ons which _I would vote with the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union to strike out, 
hut there are other sections which I desire to re- 


ta 
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The SPEAKER. The recollection of the Chair 
is, that the uniform practice of the House has been 
geainst dividing a proposition of this kind. ‘The 
whole having been reported as one amendment, the 
Chair thinks it is not competent to divide as the 
re itlemen proposes. 

The question was then taken on concurring with 
the committee on striking out, and resulted—yeas 
113. nays 66; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allison, William 
{npleton, Averett, Babcock, Bartlett, Bennett, Bowie, 
Rowne, Bragg, Breckenridge, Briggs, George H. Brown, 
Buell, Burrows, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Chapman, 
Chastain, Coleock, Cottman, Curtis, Daniel, Dawson, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Faulkner, Floyd, Fowler, 
H. M. Faller, T. J. D. Putter, Gamble, Giddings, Goodrich, 
Grow, Harper. 1. G. Harris, Hart, Hascall, Hebard, Hibbard, 
Holladay, J. W. Howe, T. Y.-fow, Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, 
Jackson, Jenkins, G. W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston 
King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Letcher, Mann, Humphrey Marshall, 
Martin, Mason, McDonald, McLanahan, MeMuliin, Me- 
Queen, Meacham, Millson, Miner, Henry D. Moore, More- 
head, Morrison, Murray, Nabers, Newton, Olds, Outlaw, 
Peaslee, Perkins, Polk, Powell, Rantoul, Riddle, Robbins, 
Robie, Savage, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, 
Scurry, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, Stanly, Benjamin 
Stanton, Frederick P. Stanten, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Stone, Stratton, Strother, Sutherland, Sweetser, Benjamin 
Thompson, George W. Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, 
Venable, Walbridge, Wallace, Wells, Addison White, 
Wileox, Wiliams, and Weedward—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Alien, David J. Bailey, Barrere, 
Bell, Bibighaus, Bissell, Brooks, Busby, E. Carrington Cab- 
eli, Caldwell, Thompson Campbell, Churchwell, Clark, 
Clingnan, Cobb, John G. Davis, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, 
Eastuan, Evans, Ficklin, Fiteh, Freeman, Gaylord, Goode- 
now, Gorman, Green, Grey, Hall, Hendrieks, Houston, A. 
Johnson, Je Johnson, R. W. Johnson, D. T. Jones, G. G. 
King, Lockhart, Mace, McCorkle, McNair, Miller, Molo- 
ay, John Moore, Murphy, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Peuni- 
man, Porter, Price, Robinson, Sackett, David L. Seymour, 
Smart, Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, 
Stuart, Taylor, Townshend, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, 
Welch, Alexander White, and Yates—66. 

So the House agreed to concur with the Com- 
mittee of the Whole in the amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to recon- 
sider the vote just taken, and to Jay that motion 
on the table; whieh latter motion was agreed to. 
_Mr. STEPHENS asked for the previous ques- 
uon upon the passage of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has not yet been 
engrossed and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the Speaker that this is a Senate bill, and the 
question is, therefore, upon ordering the amend- 
ments to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is correct. 

The amendments were then ordered to be en- 
grossed and the bill to be read a third time; and 
having been engrossed, the bill received its third 


S 


reading. 

The gone now being, ‘* Shall the bill pass?”’ 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the pre- 
vious question; which was seconded, and the main 
question ordered to be put. 

Mr. SWEETSER demanded the yeas and 
hays; but they were not ordered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Before the 
ill passes, I rise to a privileged question. I move 
that when this House adjourns, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to ask the Chair, if to- 
Morrow is not private bill day? 
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The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. MASON. [hope we shall at least have 
to-morrow for the consideration of private bills, 

The question now being upon the adoption of 
the resolution, 

Mr. DANIEL demanded the yeas and nays; 
but they were not ordered. , 


The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion was adopted. 

The question then recurred upon the passage of 
the bill as amended, and, being taken, it was car- 
ried in the affirmative. 

So the bill passed in the following form, viz: 

Be it enacted, §c., That all warrants for military bounty 
land, which have been or may hereafter be issued under 
any law of the United States, and all valid locations of the 
same, which have been, or may hereafter be made, are 
hereby declared to be assignable, by deed or instrument of 
writing, made and executed after the taking effect of this 
act, according to such form, and pursuant to such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, so as to vest the assignee with all the 
rights of the original owuers of the «warrant or location: 
Provided, That any person entitled to preémption right to 
any land, shall be entitled to use any such land warrant in 
payment of the same, at the rate of #1 25 per acre, for the 
quantity of land therein specified: Provided, That the war- 
rants which have been, or may hereaiter be issued, in pur 
suance of said act or of this act, may be located upon any 
lands of the United States subject to private entry at the 
time of such location, at the minimuin price: Provided fur- 
ther, That when said warrants shall be located upon lands 
which are subject to entry ata greater minimum than one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the locators of said 

| warrants shall pay to the United States, in cash, the differ 
ence between the value of such warrants at one dollar and 


twenty-five cents per acre, and the tract of land located on. | 
+ r . ' 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recousid- | 


er the vote just taken, by which the bill passed, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I desire to call 
the attention of the House to the fact that the 
Speaker’s table is now loaded down with bills and 
other documents; and as the House has deter- 
mined to adjourn over until Monday, it ts very 
necessary that they should be taken up and dis- 
posed of. I know especially with regard to one 
Senate bill now upon that table in relation to which 
it is very important that it should be referred to 
the appropriate committee. 

REPORT Of SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

Mr. STANLY. I have no objection to that. I 
desire, howe, to makea motion for the printing 
of extra numbers of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. It has always been done here- 
tofore. The Committee of Waysand Means have 
hitherto had no opportunity to report a resolution 
for that purpose. I do not know what number 
has been usually printed. I move that the usual 
extra number of that document be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Under the rules of the House 
the motion to print extra copies of any document 
must be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. STANLY. I amaware of that. I know 
that the motion must go to the Committee on Print- 
ing. I hope there will be no objection to its intro- 

| duction. 

There was no objection, and the motion was ac- 
cordingly submitted, and referred to the Commit- 

| tee op Printing. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I now renew my motion to 
take up the documents on the Speaker’s table, and 
dispose of them. 

“here was no objection. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
| ‘The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications: 
| 1. A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
| ment, accompanied by a report of the Superin- 


' 


|| tendent of Marine Hospitals, of additional appro- 
1] peony necessary to complete and sustain said 
’ 


ospitals; which, on motion of Mr. Hovsron, was 
| referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 


| and ordered to be printed. 


| IL. A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
| ment, covering a report upon the subject of light- 
| houses, made by the board appointed in pursuance 


‘| of the act of 8th March, 1851; which was, on the 


motion of Mr. CHanpter, referred to the Commit- 
|| tee on Commerce, and ordered to as 
| IIf. A communication from the War Depart- 
| ment, transmitting, in pursuance of the act insti- 
| tuting a Military Asylum for the relief and support 
_of sick and disabled soldiers, the report, by the 
|| President and Treasurers of the Board of Officers 
| appointed in pursuance of said act, of the rules 
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and regulations to govern said asylum. The re- 
port states that the board had selected, for the 
asylum at Washington, a tract of land owned by 
Mr. Riggs, distant two miles from Washington, 
tor which they agreed to pay $57,000; and that 
the purchase had been approved by the President. 
On the motion of Mr. Gorman, it was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and orderéd to 
be printed, : 

IV. A communication from the Post Office De- 
partment, pursuant to the provisions of the act of 
Congress, approved July 3, 1836, entitled “ An 
act to change the organization of fhe Post Office 
Department, and more effectually to provide for 
the settlement of the accounts therein,’ contain- 
ing an abstract of the ofers for carrying the mail 
during the year ending June 30, 18fl; a report of 
the contracts for the transportation of the mails for 
the same year; and a report of the number and 
amount of fines imposed upon mail contractors 
during the same year, &c.; which, on motion by 
Mr. O1vs, was ordered to lie upon the table, and 
to be printed. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following bills from the Sen- 
ate; which were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred as indicated be- 
low: 

No. 78 An act amendatory of an act entitled 
** An act to provide for holding the courts of the 
United States in case of the sickness or other dis- 
ability of the judges of the district courts,’ ap- 
proved July 29, 1856. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

No. — An act to change the time for holding 
the district courts of the United States for the 
western district of Virginia, and for other pur- 


poses. Referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

No. 125. An act for the relief of Mary Ww. 
Thompson. Referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 


No. 130. An act for the relief of John T. Sulli- 
van. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

No. 131. Anact for the relief of Joseph Gideon. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Aifairs. 

No. 132. An act for the relief of John O. 
Means. Referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

No. 136. An act concerning the sessions of the 
courts of the United States in the district of Del- 
aware. Referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

No. 138. An act for the relief of George Poin- 
dexter. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

No. 139. An act to provide for the appointment 
of a Superintendent of Indian affairs in California, 
Referred to the Committeee on Indian Affairs. 

No. 144. An act for the relief of William Mil- 
ler. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

No. 145. An act forthe reliefof Ezra Williams. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

No. 154. An act to enforce discipline and pro- 
mote good conduct in the naval service of the 
United States. Referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

No. 170. An act making an appropriation in 
part for the erection of the light-house on Sand 
Key, Florida. Referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

No. 183. An act to relinquish the reversionary 
' interest of the United States to a certain reserva- 
tion therein mentioned, and to confirm the title of 
Charles G. Gunter thereto. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

No. 9. Joint resolution to establish certain —_ 
routes. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 
| On motion by Mr. STEPHENS, the House 
then adjourned. 

! PETITIONS, &c. 
| ‘The following petitions, memorials, &e., were presented 
' under the rule, and referred to the appropriate comm ttees ; 


By Mr. FICKLIN: The petition of John Wickline, pray- 
ing Congress to pass a law granting him prize money. 

By Mr. MACE: The petition of Thomas H. Major and 

50 others, citizens of Clinton county, Indiana, pfaying for 

the establishment of a post route from the town of Jeffer- 

son, in Clinton county, to the town of Dayton, in Tippe- 

oe county, Indiana. 
| “By Mr. KUHNS : The petition of James Moorhead, of 
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Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, praying compensa- | look further into it, they will find a complete de- | 


tion for damages and losses sustained by reason of the sus 
pension by the Government of a contract therein set forth. 

By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of William Frost 
and others, assistant marshals, praying for increased com- 
pensation. - 4 3 - act I 

By Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana: The project of a law, 
drawn up under the instructions of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of New Orleans, relative to steam boilers aud inspect- 
ors of steam boilers. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of A. F. Stockwell and 
others, praying Congress to grant a portion of the public 
lands tor the extension of the Mobile and Chicago railroad. 

By Mr. FAULKNER: The petition of John H. King, | 
praying compensation for his inventions and improvements | 
used by the Government of the United States at Harper’s 
Ferry. 

By Mr. DUNCAN: The petition of Homer Bartlett and 
others, for an appropriation of money to the executive com- 
mittee for the Industrial Exhibition at London, to relieve | 
them from the gxpenses incurred in the display of articles 
from the United States. 

By Mr. APPLETON, of Massachusetts: The memorial | 
of the city of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, call- 
ing the attention of Congress to the situation of the harbor 
in that place. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The petition of certain persons, pray- 
ing lor the passage of an act toincorporate the Washington 
City Water Company. 

By the SPEAKER: A statement relative to the manner 
of paying the compensation of the members and officers of 
the two Houses of Congress. 

Also, the petition of merchants and others, of the city of 
Philadelphia, asking for an improvement of the navigation 
around the Falls of the Ohio, by the construction of an ad- 
ditional canal, 
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Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of citi- | 
zens of Mount Morris, New York, remonstrating | 
against an extension of C. H. McCormick’s patent 
for.a reaping machine; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented documents in support | 
of the claim of the widow of Brevet Major J. P. | 
O’Brien, late of the United States Army, for a | 
vension; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Military Affairs. 

Also, the petiton of Rufus L. Baker, of the Ord- | 
nance Corps, praying to be allowed the difference , 
of pay between the grades of captain and major, | 
during the time he performed the duties of the lat- | 
ter grade; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the | 
soard of Supervisors of Columbia county, Wis- | 
consin, praying that the military reserve at Fort 
W innebago may be granted to the State for the im- | 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would ask the general con- | 
sent of the Senate to tke up the bill providing for 
the repair of the old Congressional Library. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was read a second time, and the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to its | 
consideration: 

It provides that the sum of $72,500 be appropria- | 
ted to repairthe Congressional Library room, which | 
was lately destroyed by fire, according to the plan | 
described in the report and drawings which were 
submitted by the Architect to the Secretary of the | 
Interior, and a proved by the Committee on Public | 
Buildings of the Senate; proyided, however, that 
the work shall be ecebaied under the direction of | 
the Secretary of the Interior, and be subject to | 
such a modification of the details as may be con- 
sistent with the general arrangement of the plan, 
and necessary and proper in the opinion of the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. HUNTER, I will say a very few words | 
in regard to the bill. It provides only for the re- 
pair of the old Library room, which we hope to | 
have fitted up and ready for use by the middle of | 
May. It is an object which is very anxiously 
desired by members of both Houses of Congress, | 
that we should have it fitted up as soon as possible. 
The room will be according to its old dimensions. | 
I hold in my hand a drawing of a vertical section 
of it. As it is proposed, it is to consist of three 





stories and an alcove, surmounted above by light || 


iron galleries, the whole to be crowned by a sky- | 
light the entire length of it. It is proposed to | 
make it fire-proof, and that the only material used || 
shall be iron. I believe that is a general descrip- |, 
tion of the room. 
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scription in the report of the Architect, which was 
submitted to the Committee on Public Buildings. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

3 BILL PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of Lieutenant Colonel 
Mitchell, of Missouri, was read a third timé and 
passed. 

MEXICAN CLAIMS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution, and if there is no objection ask 
for its consideration at this time: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to in- 
form the Senate whether ali the claims, which were exhib- 
ited to the late *‘ Board of Commissioners on clainis against 
Mexico,’’ were finally adjudicated; and also whether the 
suin designated in the treaty was adequate to the fuil pay- 
ment of the sums iound due. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will, ina very few words, 
state the reasons why I have submitted the reso- 
lution, and why, in my judgment, it should be 
adopted. It is stated that there is a balance of 
forty-odd thousand dollars remaining in the Treas- 
ury, after paying all the claims which have been 
found to be due by this Board. ‘This balance, al- 
leged to be now in the Treasury, is claimed by the 
Mexican Government, or rather has been assigned 
to a Mexican citizen, who has presented to the 
Senate a claim for it. 
priated to meet the claims was three millions and 
a quarter. ‘The Board of Commissioners adjudged 
all the claims, as is allered, and now it is stated 
that there is a balance of forty-odd thousand dollars 
remaining in the Treasury. 

The Committee of Claims desire to know—and 
it is also important for the Senate to know— 
whether ail the claims presented against Mexico, 
on the part of this Government or of its citizens, 
have been finally adjudicated and passed upon by 
the Board; and we can only obtain that informa- 
tion from the Secretary of State. I hope, there- 
fore, the resolution will be adopted. 

The resolution was adopted. 

SALT SPRINGS IN IOWA. 

On the motion of Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, the 
Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the bill to relinquish@ the State of 
Iowa the lands reserved for salt springs therein; 
and no amendment being made it was reported to 


the Senate and ordered to be engrossed and read a | 


third ume. 
RELIEF OF SOLDIERS’ WIDOWS. 

On the motion of Mr. BORLAND, the Senate 
vroceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to revive a portion of an act for 
the relief of the widows of deceased soldiers: and 
on his motion tt was further postponed until Mon- 
day next. 

CONTRACTS FOR MAILS. 


The whole amount appro- | 
i 


Mr. CLEMENS submitted the following reso- | 


lution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Navy and Postmaster 
General be requested to furnish Congress with copies of all 
contracts originally made and at present existing @r the 
transportation of the mails between New York and Cali- 
fornia by steamships on the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, 
and all information they possess in regard thereto; what 
amount has been paid, and to whom; what amount is now 
paid, and to whom, for the transit of the mails across the 
isthmus of Panama, in connection with said steamship ser- 
vice; the gross amount of money that has been paid under 
each service; when such contracts commenced ; in what 
sums and at what periods of time paid, and to whom each 
payment has been made; whether at such periods as ex- 
pressed under the terms of said contracts or otherwise ; the 
amount of service rendered, and by what vessels; how 


often they arrive and depart; what time has been and is | 
now occupied in the carriage of the mails between said | 


ports; whether all the vessels stipulated under said eon- 


| tracts to be built have been so built, or what portion of 


them ; whether, if two or three of the five ships contracted to || 


| be built under said contracts were not so built, but other 


vessels engaged in independent lines united with the vessels 
of the Government contractors, thus forming one line; each 
of the parties, however, owning their own vessels, and in 
that manner answering the terms of the contracts to build 
said five ships? 
ing the same or a similar service, and if other propositions 
have been made, and upon what terms, to perform said ser- 
vice, and within what periods of time? 


THE EXILED IRISH PATRIOTS. 


At one o’clock the Senate proceeded to the con- | 


sideration of the special order, viz: the resolution 
submitted b 





Whether other facilities exist for perform- | 


| and printed. 


| 
| 
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Joint Resolution expressive of the sympathy of Cor 
the exiled Irish patriots, Smith O'Brien and ‘ft 
Meagher, and their associates. 


Beit resolved by the Senate and House of Repres 
of the United States of America in Congress « 
That in consideration of the general sympathy f 
people of the United States tor Smith O’Brien 
Meagher, and their immediate associates, exiled [ris 
ots, and the warm sympathies felt by the countryn patr,. 
these distinguished sufferers, who bave become a _ ot 
citizens of the United States, the President of the Uni 
States be requested to authorize a correspondence Wited 
opened with the Government of her Majesty the 
Great Britain, appealing to the magnanimity of t 
Government and people in their bebalf, and respectfully» 
questing the liberation of these personages from their re . 
confinement, with an offer to receive them upon then seit 
table shores of the United States. * 
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On Thursday, the 29th of January, Mr Surrey, 
submitted the following amendment; which jg tip 
pending question: oa 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 

‘That while we diselaim all intention of interfering jy 
any way in the internal affairs of the Kingdom of G:.. 
Britain and Ireland, we deem it our duty to express, j, a 
respectful manner, our firm conviction that it would. 
highly gratifying to the people of the United States, yy» 
of whom are natives of Ireland, and connected by bioog 
with the inhabitants of that country, to see Smith Oop, ; 
and his associates restored to liberty, and permitteg: jr , 
disposed, to emigrate to this country. We would rer 
this act of clemency as a new proof of the friendly divons 
tion of the British Government towards our Republic, ang 
as calculated to strengthen the bonds of affection now hy, 
pily existing between the people of the United States a, 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireiand.» 

Mr. SHIELDS addressed the Senate at som 
length in support of his proposition. A report of 
his speech will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to suggest to the cop. 
sideration of the honorable Senator from Illinois, 
who has favored us with a very eloquent, and 
I hope very influential argument, in favor of the 
enn of this resolution, some amendments to 
is amendment, which, if he will give me his at- 
tention, I will read, They are to strike out, in 
the fourth line of the printed amendment the wor 
‘“respectful,’? and insert the word * courteous;" 
in the same line, strikeout the word “ conyic- 
tion,’’? and insert the word ‘* opinion;” in the 
ninth and tenth lines, strike out the words “ we 
would regard this act of clemency,”’ and insert 
**this act of clemency would be regarded;”’ so as 
to make the amendment read: 

* That while we disclaim all intention of interfering in 
any way in the internal affairs of the kingdom of Great 
Britain and freland, we deem it our duty to express, in a 
courteous manner, our firm opinion that it would be highly 
gratifying to the people of the United States, many of whom 
are natives of Jreland, and connected by blood with the in 
habitants of that country, to see Smith O’Brien and his 
associates restored to liberty, and permitted, if so disposed, 
to emigrate to this country. And that this act of clemency 
would be regarded as a new proof of the friendly dispos- 
tion of the British Government towards our Republic, and as 
calculated to strengthen the bonds of affection now happily 
existing between the people of the United States and of the 
United Kingdoin of Great Britain and Ireland. 

[ have a few words to say upon these amend- 
ments, and also upon the resolution itself. | will 
be governed by the preference of the Senate, as to 
whether I shall proceed now or at a future time. 

Several Senators expressed a desire to adjourn. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move, therefore, that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to and the Senate a/- 
journed. : 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 93 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 4th instant, a- report from the 
Chief Engineer, that a communication from the 
Board of Engineer officers for the Pacific coast, a4- 
dressed to the Engineer Department on the 28th of 


|| October last, recommended that Congress be asked 


j 


} 
| 
| 
} 
j 


Mr. Foote, of Mississippi, on the 
If Senators are anxious to || 2d of December last, in these words: \ 


to appropriate not less than $500,000 for the 
commencement of fortifications at San Francisco, 
which was read, and ordered to be laid on the table 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the War Depart 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with the resolt- 
tion of December 13, 1815, sixty-two copies of the 
official Army Register for the year 1852, for the 
use of the Senate; which was read, and ordered to 
be laid on the table. 
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PETITIONS. | 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a memorial of the Legislature of Alabama, 
ving that the citizens of that State may be in- 
ed for losses sustained during the Indian 
es in 1836 and 1837; which was referred to 
ommittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to 


land, representing that the fees accruing from the 
' it that place, are wholly insuf- 
ficient, and praying to be allowed a salary; which 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial of manufacturers of lasts, at 
Boston, praying that the bill giving further reme- 
dies to patentees may become a la 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Elliot 
F. Penney, a soldier in the last war with Great 
Britain, praying a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Sharon, Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying an 
avowal by Congress of the principle of ‘ interven- 
tion for non-intervention,’’ as a portion of the pub- 
Ordered to he on the table. 

Mr. FELCH presented four petitions of citizens 
of Michigan, praying a donation of land to that 
State, for the construction of the Oakland and Ot- 
tawa Raiiroad; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GWIN. 


or 


homas p office of Consu 


was referre 


which was 


WADE presented a memorial of assistant 
Licking county; a memorial ef as- 
; and a memorial 
e county, in the 
of Ohio, for taking the Seventh Census, | 
ora Ving additional compensation; which were re- | 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, 

“Mr. BRIGHT presented resolutions adopted at | 
ting of the inkabitants of the town of Na- 

econ, Ripley county, Indiana, recommending 

assage of a law providing for a division of | 
ndian territory lying southwestwardly of the | 
\fissouri river, and for defining the boundaries of 

the Territory of Nebraska; also, making provis- 

ione for the removal of cértain tribes of Indians 

from that Territory, and for the settlement of the 

oublic Jands lying therein, to which the Indian 

‘isle has been extinguished; which were referred 

wo the Committee on Territories, 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, | 
in favor of an appropriation of the vacant public 
iends within the Vincennes land district for the | 
benefit of common schools; which was ordered to | 


stant marshals in Perry cour 


Briusy marshals in Wa 


lic law of nations. 


1 present the memorial of James 
M. Crane, praying additional compensation for 
publishing the acts of Congress for 1849-50, in 
the California Courier, a newspaper published by 
him in California, and that some general provision 
may be made for giving adequate compensation to 
the newspaper press in that State for publishing 
the laws of the United States. 
presenting this petition, that the present compen- 
sation for publishing the laws there is entirely in- 
adequate. During the last summer, I was applied 
to on Numerous occasions for copies of the laws. 
They never can be published there unless there is 
an additional compensation. i 
important, in connection with the Judiciary sys- 
tem, I move that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. GWIWN also presented the petition of Sam- 
uel Stone and Isaac H. Marks, praying compen- 
sation for property of which they were dispos- | 
sessed under an Indian treaty; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


I will state, in 


Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, | 
in favor of the location ef a national armory at 
Evansville, in that State; which was ordered to be 


: i } As the question is 
Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, 


in favor of the construction of a canal around the 
Falls of the Ohio river; which was ordered to be 


Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, | 
in favor of restricting the entry of the public lands 
to settlers, and to them only, in limited quanti- 
s, and at the cost merely of the survey and 
patent; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of journey- 
men cigar makers at Detroit, Michigan, praying 
an increase of the duties on cigars; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Guilford, Illinois, 
praying the adoption of measures for the ainicable 
adjustment of international controversies; which || 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- || 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 
relating to the claims of Charles Reeder, Walter R. John- 
son, and the legal representatives of Thomas P. Jones, be 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 
Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 


relating to the claim of Phebe Morris, widow of Robert H. | 
Morris, to a pension, be referred to the Committee on Pen- 


Mr. BADGER presented the petition of J. H. 
Carter, a passed midshipman in the Navy, pray- | 
vay and the reimbursement of || 

at Rio de Janeiro, while de- 
tamed there by sickness; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEW ARD. 


ing arrearages of 


On motion by Mr. MORTON, it was 
expenses incurre 


Ordered, That the petition of Joseph M. Hernandez, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of | 


I am requested to present the 
petition of Richard M. Bouton, of the State of | 
He says that in the year 1842, he | 
was employed by the Commissary of Ordnance to 
manufacture percussion caps for the use of the | 
Army; that from that time until the present he has 
diligently devoted himself to that task; that he 
found there was not either in this country or in 
Europe any efficient machine, which was self- | 
operating, for that purpose; that he has invented | 
erfected such a machine; that the articles | 
vhich are the production of it are now in use in | 
the Army and Navy of the United States; that they || 
are made with greater economy than, and are of || 
vastly superior quality to, any other; and that it is | 
the interest of the Goverment of the United States 

to secure to itself a property in the invention. 
presents an application to the Senate to take the 
subject into their consideration. 
by letters from Colonel Baker; a late Secretary of 

Var, Mr. Marcy; the Chief Engineer of the Navy || 
Yard; and others. In compliance with his request, | 
I move that the memorial and acco 
pers be referred to the Committee on 

They were so referred. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the 
« body of Hungarian refugees, settled in Scott 
county, lowa, praying that they may be included 
many measure of relief which Co 
for the benefit of their brethren at 

State; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the representatives of 
Jean Baptiste de Lomagne, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Jonathan Lewis, and the 
documents relating to the claim of Theodore E. Elliott, of 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Indian Aflairs. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 


Ordered, ‘That William W. Chew 
draw his memorial and papers. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING 


Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of David L. Da- 
vis, submitted an adverse report; which was read. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred the following bills from the Hause 
of Representatives, reported them back without 


have leave to with- 


COMMITTEES. 


It is supported _ 


An act for the relief of Albra Tripp; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Johnson; 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Blodgett; and 

An act for the payment of arrears of pension to | 
the guardian of Artemas Conant. 
tition of || consideration of the petition. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Jacob Young, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief. 

Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
| to which was referred the memovial of Robert 
| Armstrong, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
| bill for his relief. 


Ss may pass 
ew Buda, in 





' resented the memorial of C. G. 
Baylor, United States Consul at Amsterdam, Hol- 
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The bill was read, and passed te the second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be printed, 

He also, from the samecommittee, to which was 
referred the petition of Samuel Spalding, submitted 
an adverse report; which was read, 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of James Carrigan, sub- 
mitted a report; and, in concurrence therewith, 
the committee were discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Jacob Young, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief; which was read and passed to 
the second reading, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 


| of Margaret Farrar, reported a bill for her relief; 


which was read and passed to the second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the documents relating to the claim of 
Lewis A. Thomas and Thomas Rogers, submitted 


| areport, accompanied by a bill for their relief; 
| which was read and passed to the second reading, 
| and the report was ordered to be printed. 


Subsequently, on the motion of Mr. ATCHI- 


| SON, the bill was considered as in Committee of 


the W hole, and its further consideration was post- 
poned indefinitely, the bill having -been passed at 
the last session. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the memorial 
of J. Epes Cowan, reported a bill authorizing the 
legal representatives of Antoine Vasquez, Hypo- 
lité Vasquez, Joseph Vasquez, and John Colli- 
gan, to enter certain lands in Missouri; which was 
read and passed to the second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 


| was referred the petition of Martin Fenwick, re- 


yorted a bill for the relief of Martin Fenwick or 
bis legal representatives; which was read and 
yassed to the second reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the resolution submit- 
ted by Mr. Dovetas, the 5th instant, to print five 
thousand five hundred additional copies of the re- 
port of Captain H. Stansbury, of his expleration 
of the valley of the Great Salt Lake, for the use 
of the Senate, five hundred copies thereof to be fur- 
nished to the Topographical ig three hundred 
to the Smithsonian Institution, and two hundred 
copies to Captain Stansbury, recommended the 
adoption of the resolution, and it was agreed to, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. FELCH gave notice of his intention to ask 


| leave to introduce a bill to authorize the sale of 
| certain reserved lands. 


ENGROSSED BILLS PASSED. 
The following engrossed bills were severally 
read a third time and passed: , 
A bill to relinquish to the State of Iowa the lands 
reserved for salt springs therein; and 
A bill to provide for the repair of the Congres- 


sional Library room, lately destroyed by fire. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


| by Mr, Forney, their Clerk, was received: 


Mr. Presipent: The Hbduse of Representatives have 
passed the bill to make land warrants assignable, with 


| amendments; in which they request the concurrence of the 
| Senate. 


| CASH & ELLIS. 
| 


Mr. DAWSON. A bill for the relief of David 


| C. Cash and Giles U. Ellis, was rejected by the 
| Senate on Friday last. At the request of some 


of the friends of that bill, I move to reconsider 
the vote by which it was rejected. 

The motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. 


The PRESIDENT. The first general order 
is a bill granting the right of way and making a 
grant of land to the State of lown, in aid of the 
construction of certain railroads in that State. 
This bill is before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole, and the question pending is on an 
amendment offered by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Unperwoop.} , 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Senator from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Beis} had the floor when that bill 
was last under discussion. He ts not now in his 
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seat, and I would like to make some arrangement, | 


if possible, that it might come up in its order when 
that Senator may be present. I hope, therefore, 
that at this time it will be passed ‘over inform- 


ly. 

Thin PRESIDENT. It will be one o’clock very 
shortly, when the special order will be called for, 
and some disposition must be made of this bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will ask the consent 
of the Senate to pass that bill over, as the Senator 
from Tennessee is not in his place. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I make no objection 
to the motion of the Senator from Kentucky, be- 
cause the Senator from Tennessee is entitled to the 
floor, and is understood to be desirous of address- 
ing the Senate. 

The bill was then passed over informally. 


NAVY-YARD IN SAN FRANCISCO. 


The PRESIDENT. The next general order 
isa bill to establish a navy-yard and depét on 
the Bay of San Francisco, in California. 

Mr. GWIN. I should like to make a statement 
with regard to that bill. The Senator from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Bropueap] wishes to be present 
when that bill is called up. Pressing business in 
the State of Pennsylvania has called him away for 
a short time, and before his departure I agreed 
not to call up this bill until Thursday next. I am 
willing that it should be passed over until that 
day, but I now give notice that I will then call it 
u ), 

The bill was accordingly passed over. 


LIFE-SECURITY ON STEAMBOATS. 


The bill supplementary to the several acts of 
Congress, providing for the better security of the 
lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled 
in whole or in part by steam, and for other pur- 
poses, next came up in its order, as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

The bill consists of two sections, the first of 
which provides that the authority vested in the 
judges of the district courts of the United States, 
within whose judicial districts ports of entry or 
delivery may be established on the navigable 
waters, lakes, bays, and rivers of the United States, 
by the act of July 7th, 1838, entitled ** An act to 
provide for the better security of the lives of pas- 
sengers,’’ &c., be vested in the judge of any other 
district court of the United States, within whose 


judicial district no ports of entry or delivery may | 


save been established by law, and that he be au- 
thorized to appoint one or more persons compe- 
tent to make inspections of such boats, and of 
their boilers and machinery; that such persons so 
appointed shall not be interested in the manufac- 
ture of steam-engines, boilers, or other machinery 
belonging to steam vessels, who shall perform the 
duties contemplated by said law, and receive such 
compensation as said law prescribes. The second 
section provides that all certificates of inspection, 
required by said act, shall be delivered to the clerk 
of the district court of the United States for the 
judicial district in which said certificate shall have 
been issued; and that any master or owner of any 
steamboat who shall refuse to deliver such certifi- 
cate within thirty days after such vessel shall have 
become employed in any judicial district as afore- 
said, shall incura penalty of one hundred dollars, 
to be recovered and distributed like other penalties 
incurred under existing laws. 

Mr. BORLAND. If there is nothing at pres- 
ent before the Senate, I should be glad to have 
that bill disposed of now. The Senator from 
Kentucky et Penne has an amendment 
to offer to the bill, to which 


presume there will || 


be no objection; and I hope the bill will then be | 


allowed to pass. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
amendment, which I will read to the Senate. I 
—— that it shall come in at the end of the bill 
»y way of an additional section. 
ment is as follows: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the judges of the 
district courts of the United States within whose judicial 
districts there may be ports of entry or delivery, shall have 
power and authority to appoint inspectors of steamboats, 
and of their boilers and machinery, at such places within 


the judicial district not less than fifty miles distant from a | 


port of entry or delivery, as the judge of the district may 


deem proper; and the inspectors so ees shall have | 
or 


ail the powers and rights, and shall perform ail the duties 
and be subject to all the liabilities imposed upon inspect- 
ors appointed under and in virtue of the act of 7th Juty, 
1838, entitled ‘An act to provide for the better securit 


of the lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 


I have prepared an | 


a | 


ee ore 


whole or in part by steam,” and the act to modify said act, | have where there are collection distric 


approved March 3, 1843, and any other act of Congress: 
Provided, That no person shall be appointed an inspector 
as aforesaid who is interested in the manufacture of steam - 
engines, steam-boilers, or other machinery belonging to 
sieam vessels, 

I approve entirely of the object of the bill of 
my friend from Arkansas, [Mr. Borvanp;] and 
from what I know of the rivers in his State, not 
having ports of entry, there is great injury sus- 
tained for want of inspectors. 1 know also that 
the people in the western end of my State, who 
are removed some two or three hundred miles from 
Louisville, (the nearest port of entry for them,) 


| labor under the same difficulties, there being no 
| inspectors of steamboats at Paducah and other 


aces. My amendment, therefore, provides that 
judges of the district courts, where there are such 
ports of entry or delivery, may appointinspectors— 


be interested in the manufacture of steam-engines, 
steam-boilers, or other machinery belonging to 


| steam vessels,’’ who shall make the inspection and 


perform the duties contemplated by the said law, 
‘tand who shall be subject to all the responsibilities 
imposed by any act of Congress.’’ I have con- 
ferred with my friend from Arkansas, and I believe 
that he is willing that the benefits proposed by his 


| bill to be conferred on the State of Arkanses should 


be extended to the State of Kentucky by the 
amendment which I have offered. 1 see no objec- 
tion that can be offered to the passage of the bill. 
I hope that the amendment will be adopted, and 


| that the bill will be passed. 
The question was then taken on the amendment, | 


| upon my mind. 


and it was adopted. 

No other amendment being offered, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and the amendment was 
concurred in. 

Mr. DOWNS. When that bill was before the 
Senate at a former session, I stated some reasons 
why I thought it ought not to be passed; and I 
must confess that the same reasons still operate | 
I know it is very desirable to 
have a proper inspection of steamboat boilers, and 
Congress has designated by law the places where 
certificates of inspection may be given and by 
whom. But the law, as it is, has operated badly, 
and there has been a great deal of complaint that 
the certificates of inspection have been given in 
many instances without sufficient examination. 
It seems to me that it will be a better security that 
the certificates of inspection are properly given, 
to require that the boats shall be inspected at the 
great points where inspections are now made—at 
the ports of entry, like Louisville or New Orleans. 


| But if you extend the facilities for procuring cer- 


tificates of inspection, so that they may be pro- 
cured on all the small rivers in every State, it may 
happen that when a certificate is refused at one 
point, the boat may be taken to another of the 
small places, and the consequence will be that the 
inspection will be less rigid, and that certificates will 
be granted with less examination than. at present. 


| Besides, [ see no necessity for this bill as a mat- 


ter of convenience, because though the boats may 
run on the small rivers, they are generally built or 
repaired at other ports—at Louisville or New Or- 


| leans—and they can obtain their certificates there. 





I think, therefore, as there seems to be no neces- 
sity for the passage of this bill, and especially 


as I think the very small security we now have | 
will be weakened by it, that it should not be | 


passed. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
would be any opposition whatever to the passage 
of this bill. Ithink the Senator from Louisiana 


is entirely mistaken in the purpose of the bill. It | 


is not to weaken or to lessen the security we now 


have; it is not to change the law at all on the sub- | 


| ject of inspection; it requires the same qualifica- 
| tions on the part of inspectors which are now re- 
The amend- || 


I did not anticipate there || 


extends the benefits of that general law over a re- | 


gion of the country that does not now enjoy those 


United Statés to appoint inspectors within collec- 
tion districts. Where the district of the judge is 
a collection district of the United States, there he 
has the power to appoint inspectors, but judges 
whose districts do not embrace a collection diatriet 
have no power to make these appoinments. This 
bill — proposes to confer on the judge of the 
district of Arkansas the same power which judges 


| benefits. The general law, as the Senator very | 
| well knows, gives power to district judges of the 


quired. It refers to the general law, and simply 


[ONAL GLOBE. 


| the chief provision of the bill, as it w 
only extends the power of the district 


| which are not ports of entry, provided these 


| he sees no necessity for the passage of this 
| because these inspections may be made at othe 






ee, 


ts. That ig 
as reported 
the amend. 
Kentucky 


“ Me . Judge of 
Kentucky a little further than it now XI8t8, and 


enables him to appoint inspectors at other ports 


e ° ° ¢ lace 
are net within a certain distance of some a ? 
+ Of 

entry. 


The honurable Senator from Louisiana says that 


by the Committee on Commeree, and 
ment of the honorable Senator from 


vil] 


important points. But they are distant Points 
and therein is the difficulty. They are points ¢, 
distant as to subject those interested in the boss 


| which navigate the rivers of Arkansas to yery 


| great inconvenience and very great expense, | 
men who,in the language of the bill, *‘shall not \ 


boat which has been injured on the White rive 


or the Arkansas, or any other river in that Stax 


| certificate given-at that’ port. 


must be taken to a distant port to be repaired, {y, 
the reason that her inspection must be made agg 
But if YOu give us 


| the advantage of having our boats inspected 
| home, where the accident has occurred, we shajj 
| then have the facilities for repairing our boats y 


| home also. 


Even our steam ferry-boats are under 


| the necessity of being taken fifteen hundred or two 
thousand miles to get their inspection certificates, 
| That is a very serious objection to the present law, 


as it affects States situated as mine is. The Sep. 


| ator says he is not aware that very serious ineop. 
| venience or suffering exists. I can say to him, that 


if he had lived in my State, he would know that 


| serious injury has resulted from the present regu. 


| thus they evade the general law. 


lations. ‘The consequence of the inconvenience of 
getting certificates is, that our rivers are filled with 
boats which could not get a certificate anywhere, 
They have come from other rivers, and slip into 
ours where there is no place of inspection, and 
We wish to 
compel them to be inspected where their trade is, 
so that thus they cannot impose upon our people, 


| and expose the lives of passengers. That is the 


object of this bill. It does not propose to change 
the present law at all, but only to give us the same 
benefits that the people of the rest of the United 
States enjoy. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


I wish to address a sin- 


| gle remark to the Senator from Louisiana, to show 


| that there are actuall 


existing difficulties which 
should be remedied. There is a very large stean- 
boat manufactory carried on at Paducah. There 
are also preparations made for repairing boats to 
avery great extent. Now, suppose a new boa 


'is built at Paducah; that boat must be taken to 
| Louisville, some three hundred miles from Padu- 


cah, up the river, to be inspected; and that boat 
may be designed to trade upon the Tennessee river, 
and for no other trade. You will then compel the 
boat to travel three hundred miles up and down 


| the river, putting the owners to the expense of 


these two trips, for no other purpose than to pro- 


| cure a certificate of inspection. 





| tificate of inspection. 


Take another case: Suppose the Arkansas river 
becomes low, as it does occasionally, and see how 
these small boats are affected that run upon tt, 
trading from Little Rock to the Mississippi river, 
and not passing below the junction with the 
Mississippi, but from point to point along the 
Arkansas. The law, as it now exists, requires 
boats to be inspected every six months. When 
the six months expire after the boat has been once 
inspected, that Arkansas boat has to travel to New 
Orleans, or to St. Louis, to procure another cer 
You see at once whata cost 
and delay is put upon the owner of the boat, and 
to a certain extent, upon all that are concerned in 
the management of it, for the purpose of inspec- 
tion. 

Now my friend’s bill, with my amendment, !s 
designed to provide for having inspectors at the 
places where the boats are repaired, and near the 
places where they trade, so that after the time eX- 
pires within which they are required to be !0- 
spected, they need not travel out of their way for 
that purpose, but may have an inspector near & 
hand. It seems to me that inspectors in Arkansas, 
having the duty of inspecting the boats in which 
the property and lives of the citizens of that Staieare 
intrusted, will perhaps be a little more diligent and 
faithful in their attention to the boats engaged eX- 
clusively in the Arkansas trade, than those would 
who have the duty of inspecting boats which a 
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a 
» be engaged in trade four or five hundred miles 
jistant. They would then have an additional in- 
centive, perhaps, to a diligent and faithful execu- 
“on of the ust, when the livestand property of 
he people of their own State were concerned, and 
| should, therefore, expect them to perform the 
juty faithfully. | These are the evils which exist, 
aod which the bill proposes to remedy, and I hope 
that it may be permitted to pass, 


My friend from Massachusetts, on my left, | 


Mr, Davis,] hasa bill, which he promises to bring 
‘,-ward soon, overhauling the whole subject, en- 
jeavoring to make provisions which will regulate 
the whole matter, from beginning to end. If lam 
-orrectly informed, it proposes something like a 
revision of the present law. We in the West all 


havea common interest, not only on the Missis- | 


appi, but on all its tributaries; and Ihave no doubt 


we are all sincerely anxious to see that system | 


adopted which will secure the lives and property 
of our people. It seems to me that this bill will 
not interfere with “the one which the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts proposes to present; 
and when that bill comes up, if it will secure the 
obiect we aim at, I shall be ready to sustain it, and 


to unite with my friends from the West to accom- | 


nlish so desirable an object. 
Mr. DOWNS. 


THE C 


Lam willing to go as far as any | 





tion upon our western waters, it will be that of a 
restriction, rather than an enlargement of this sys- 
tem, and to provide some other mode of examining 
these boats, and the quality of their engines, so 
that it may be ascertained with some degree of 
certainty whether it is safe for people to travel 
| upon them or not. 
| I know that there are suggestions of that kind. 
| I know that the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
| Davis] proposes something of that kind. But 
| now, imperfect as this system is—and | must say 
| that [ have no particular interest in this matter more 
than other Senators, no interests beyond those feel- 
ings of humanity which prompt us all—I should 
| see with reluctance a system which I think will 
operate injuriously, so Zreatly extended as is pro- 
, posed by this bill, and especially as the Senator 
| from Kentucky informs us that a new system is 
| very shortly tobe reported. Why, titen, take up 
this subject in which all are so deeply inter- 
ested, when a bill matured under all the light which 
science can shed upon it is so soon to be brought 
forward? I hope that gentlemen will consentto let 
the matter stand as it is until the bill is brought be- 
fore us which has been promised by the Senator 
from Massachusetts. I will go as far as any man 
on this floor in doing everything that I believe 
hkely to promote the interests of every section of 


one to facilitate the interest of the West, and es- || the country, and to afford all facilities necessary 


necially that of the States of Arkansas and Ken- 
tucky,and itis with very great regret that I offer 
avy opposition to this bill, and I do it only from a 
sense of duty. 1 admit, that there are some in- 
conveniences resulting from the law as it now ex- 
ists, though they do not seem to meto be quite so 
creat as have been pointed out. 
cessity that a boat shall be inspected wherever 
she goes. She gets her inspection at some place 
where there is an inspector. Is there any boat 
now running in the district in which either of the 
members is particularly interested, which does 
not in her usual voyages go to Memphis or Nash- 
ville, or St. Louis, or some port which is a port of 
entry? 


Mr. BORLAND. There are half a dozen, at || 


least, in my State. 

Mr. DOWNS. I think they must be very rare 
cases, in which a boat does not run to some port 
of entry. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
White and Arkansas rivers. 
terior of the State. 

Mr. DOWNS. I do not think the evil is so 
very great as has been stated. I opposed this bill 
heretofore, and I oppose it still, because it must 
be recollected that if there is some inconvenience, 
and some evil at present, there are, in my opinion, 


They run in thein- 


evils on the other hand transcendently greater. | 
The loss of life is an immense evil, and it has been | 
so great on the rivers at the West, that many per- | 
sons so distrust the boats that they actually avoid | 


them, after all that has been done to prevent ex- 
plosions, or to guard against them. 
ave stronger convictions on this subject, from the 
fact, that at one time of my life it was my duty, 
as a district attorney, to investigate several cases 


of calamitous explosions, and to go into the de- || 


tails of an examination as to the manner in which 
these certificates were granted; and from the sev- 
eral investigations | was engaged in there, I came 
to the conclusion that the system was exceedingly 
defective; that these certificates of inspection were 
scarcely anything but a mere matter of form, and 
that little dependence could be placed upon them. 
| oppose this bill, because’ I think that if you in- 
crease the number of inspectors, and appoint them 


in small places away from these important points | 


where the public attention would be called to them, 
and where the public can know something of the 
qualifications of the inspectors, and extend the 
power of appointment to so many other places, so 
that it becomes almost a general thing, you will 


weaken the security which we now have. We | 
may have confidence in a certificate given at Lou- || been read, Mr. Crarxe addressed the Senate at | 


isville or New Orleans, where there are experienced 


There is no ne- | 


There are many on the 


I happen to | 


1] 
| 


for the easy transaction of their business; but at 
the same time I desire to take every requisite pre- 
caution in guarding the lives of the community 
who are obliged to travel upon these boats. I am 
as much interested in this matter as any other 
gentleman. I live in the interior of the State of 
| Louisiana, and boats in the interior of that State 
_ have the same interest in regard to this question 
as those in the States of Kentucky and Arkansas. 
I shall, therefore, do everything to facilitate their 
trade; but I must oppose this bill because the im- 
pression is strong upon my mihd that it would 
| increase the danger of those explosions which 
have already been so tremendous and appalling. 
Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President 
Mr. CASS. I was about to suggest that a vote 
should be taken on this question immediately, in 
order that the honorable Senator from Rhode Island, 
[Mr. CrarKe,] who has the floor on another sub- 





day, should be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. DAVIS. I wish only one moment. I 
have been asked to state to the Senate what is the 
condition of this bill which has been referred to 
by the honorable Senator from Louisiana. It has 

been delayed much beyond what I could wish; but 
'every Senator will perceive that it is a subject 
| which is so complicated that a great deal of inform- 
ation is necessary in order to frame a bill. That 
information has come in, some of it more slowly 
than I could wish; but I will say to the honorable 
Senator that I expect in the course of this week to 
| present the bill to the Senate, and in that bill there 
will be a provision for the consideration of the 
Senate—in the first place for inspecting the iron of 


|| which boilers are made; and in the next place for 
a rigid inspection of boilers, with the application | 


of a test to show their strength. The whole sub- 


|! ject, in a word, will be brought under the consid- 


eration of the Senate, with the design of giving the 
most ample protection to life and property which 
it is in the power of Congress to afford. 

There being no further proposition to amend, 
the question was taken on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading, and it was decided 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|| in the affirmative. 


NON-INTERVENTION. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- | 


| tions submitted by Mr. Crane, on the 19th ulti- 
‘| 298,] and the pending amendments proposed by 
|| Mr. Sewarp and Mr. Cass, [see page 310.] 

|. The resolutions and the amendments having 


| mo, on the subject of non-intervention, [see page 


i 
j 
| 
} 


| length in favor of the views embodied in the reso- 


andable engineers; for in such places they generally | lauons. 


appoint men whose names are known, and whose 
certificates will give confidence. Although they 


may haveas competent persons in Arkansas, or at 


other places than Louisville, Kentucky, yet their 
names are not so well known to the public. So 
far from extendingethis power of appointing in- 
I believe 
whenever any remedy is devised for applica- 


dee I think it should be restricted. 


| Mr. CASS was next recognized by the Chair; 


| to-morrow. 


eration of Executive business; and after some time 
spent therein, the doors were reopened, and the 
Senate adjourned. 
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ject which was made the special order for this 


| but, on the motion of Mr. Hamu, the further | 
| considertiaon of the subject was postponed until | 


On motion, the Senate proceeded to the consid- | 


aaa ea 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, February 9, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


Mr. MILLSON. I move a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the House on Friday last re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions the bill for the relief of William Miller, 
intending afterwards to move its reference to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. I have exam- 
ined the bill and report, and find that its legitimate 
reference is to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I made the mo- 
tion on last Friday. I did not then understand the 
case; nor was there found any one upon the floor 
who did. It was necessary that it should be dis- 
posed of, that the House might reach other mat- 
ters. Hence [ made the motion. I believe the 
gentleman is right; and hope that his motion may 
prevail, " 

The question was taken, and the vote was re- 
considered; and then, on further motion, the bill 
was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


MEXICAN INDEMNITY AND BENJ. E. GREEN. 

Mr. GREY occupied the floor for an hour, under 
a suspension of the rules, in reply to the remarks 
of Mr. Bay ty, of Virginia, a few days since, on 
the Mexican indemnity bill, which injuriously 
connected the name of Mr. B. E. Green with the 
non-payment by Mexico of the indemnity due by 
her in 1844, His remarks, vindicating the conduct 
of Mr. Green against the alleged charges of Mr. 
Baruyr, have been withheld for revision. They 
will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. MURPHY. lLask the unanimous consent 


of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Prayer 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
have leave to report back to the House the petition and 
papers of Doctor Avery Downer, praying for a pension ; 


and that the petitioner have leave to withdraw his papers 
from the files of the House. 

I will only remark as to this petition praying 
for a pension, that the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims consider it was improperly referred to 
that committee, and therefore ask leave to report 
it back. There has been once a favorable report 
by the House upon this petition, and the petitioner 
desires to withdraw his petition that he may pre- 
sent it to the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. 


will be so ordered. 


CHAIRMAN OF MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


Mr. ORR. I rise for the purpose of asking the 
House to excuse my colleauge |Mr. Burr} from 
further service upon the Committee on Military 
Affairs. Mr. Burt left this city about the middle 
of December. ° Upon his return home, he was 
seized with indisposition, which has continued up 
to the present time; and the probability is that the 
time of his return may be ddayea much longer. 
It may perhaps relieve the Committee on Military 
Affairs from much embarrassment by excusing 
him from further service, so that another gen- 
tleman may occupy that post, and thus enable the 
committee to proceed in the discharge of the duties 
devolving upon it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would liketo know whether 
such is the wish of the gentleman’s colleague ? 

Mr. ORR. Ofcourse. I should not have made 
the application, had it not been the desire of my 
colleague. 

No objection being made, Mr. Burr was ex- 
cused from service; and Mr. Favixner, of Vir- 
ginia, was appointed to fill the vacancy. 


MAIL STEAMSHIPS AND MAIL CONTRACTS. 
Mr. PEASLEE. | ask the unanimous consent 


There being no objection, it 


! of the House to introduce the resolution which I 


send to the Speaker’s table. 

The resolution was then read for information, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 


| to communicate to this House the facts in relation to the 


respective contracts with the Navy Department for building 
mail steamships for the transportation of the United States 
mail between New York and Liverpool, between New York 
and New Orleans, Havana and Chagres, and between Pana- 
ma and San Francisco, and some point in Oregon: the 
amount of money which has been advanced and paid each of 
said lines of steamships by the Government; also, whether all 
the vessels stipulated under said contracts to be built, have 
been so built, or what portion of them ; also, the amount of 
net receipts of postage collected on either of said hnes of 
steamers, deposited in the Treasury to the credit of the appro- 
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priations for the annual compensation for the service ren- 
dered under their contracts, or which has been applied in pay 

ment of said annual compensation, pursuant to section 10, of 
the acts of Congress of August 3, 1848. And whether said 
steajnehips or any other steamships employed in the trans 

portation of our foreign mails are in all respects suitable for 
imiunediate conversion into steamers for war purposes, capa 

bie of carrying the ammunition or battery appropriate to the 
class specified in the contracts; and if not suitable for such 
iminediate conversion, whether they could be altered so as 
to make them efficient war steamers; and if so, what alter- 
ations would be necessary to be made, and at what expense 
to make them war steamers of the first class. 


Mr. GORM AN. 
of the resolution. 

Mr. PEASLEE., I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended to enable me to introduce it. 

Mr. SMART demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

Mr. PEASLEE demanded tellers; which were 
ordered, and Messrs. Smart and WILLIAMS were 
appointed, 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 75, noes 33; no quorum. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I willask a recount—there 
is a quorum in the House. 

There being no objection, the question was 
again taken, and decided in the affirmative, the 
tellers having reported—ayes 95, noes 27; and the 
rules were accordingly suspended. 

Mr. PEASLEE. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended that the resolution may be considered to- 
day, that motion being necessary, as this is a call 
for information, which the rule requires shall lie 
over one day. 

The SPEAKER. The practice adopted by 
the Chair has been, in such cases, to take the vote 
afier the rules were suspended, upon the adoption 
of any resolution calling for information; and for 
its adoption the Chair has required a two-thirds 
vote; otherwise he would feel it his duty to de- 
clare the resolution disagreed to under the rule 
requiring the resolution to lay over one day. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennesgee. [ mové to suspend 
the rule which requires the resolution to lie over 
one day, as the House having suspended the rules 
for its introduction, [ apprehend there will be no 
objection to its being now considered. 


I object to the introduction 


The oyeer was then taken, and the rules were | 


suspended, 

Mr. JONES. I move to strike out the word 
‘‘requested,’’ and in its stead to insert the word 
*«directed.”? That is the language of the rule. 

Mr. STEPHENS, ‘of Georgia. I wish the 
gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. Peaster) 
would inform the ELouse as to his object in making 
this call. When these calls are made upon the 
Department it requires a great deal of time, labor, 
and extra clerk hire, and | want to know, before 
we make this call imposing additional duty, its 
object. 

Mr. PEASLEE. It seemed t6 me, from the 
large amount of money we have already expended 
in connection with these steamers, the applications 
we had at the last Congress, which we have al- 
ready had at this, and which we may have here- 
afier, that the subject was of consequence enough 


for the House to obtain all the light and informa- | 


tion possible, from the most responsible and reli- 


able sources, to enable them to act understand- | 


ingly. If [ understand right, we are annually 
appropriating $1,300,000 for the support of our 
ecean mail steamer service. 
already been made from these lines for additional 
compensation. The amount of money which we 
shall be compelled to pay under the present con- 


Applications have | 


tract, if the contractors perform their service ac- | 


cording to their requirements without giving addi- 
tional compensation, or the establishment of any 
new lines, will be about ten millions of dollars— 
before their expiration—during the seven or eight 
years which they have to run. There were appli- 
cations at the last session of Congress, and I doubt 
not that there have been already, and will be for 
a much larger number this, for the establishment 


of thirteen additional mail steamers for our for- | 


eign mail service, involving an outlay, in the first 
instance, to assist in building the ships, of six 


and a half millions of dollars, and an expenditure | 


of two millions of dollars annually afterwards. 
This is in addition to those already established, 
and without any additional compensation. If the 
contracts had been entered into according to the 
propositions made at the last session of Congress, 
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strenuously urged and enforced upon the House, | 
and which, I have no doubt, will be at this, for the || which were ordered. : 


time and price specified, i would have involved an | 
expenditure by this Government to the amount of 
about forty millions of dollars, as I understand it, 
Well, sir, one of the principal arguments I have 
understood in favor of these steam lines—both those 
for whom we have already appropriated money 
and for which we will be asked hereafter—was, 
that they were to be built after the most substan- 
tial approved model of war-steamers; that they 
are capable of immediate conversion into war- 
steamers of. the first class; that they are always 
ready, with but little expense of time and money, 
for cases of emergency, and that it would be the 
most economical means the Government could re- 
sort to for the purpose of keeping up our Navy. 
It is said, upon the other -hand, by some gentle- 
men, that these steamers, or a larger portion of 
them, are not capable of being converted into war- 
steamers of the first class—that they cannot be 
converted even into inefficient steamers for our 
purposes without great expense of time and mon- 
ey, and that they are incapable of carrying, or of 
being made capable of carrying, the armament 
and batteries, and that, being constructed princi- 
pally with a view to speed and the carriage of pas- 
sengers, they cannot, at any rate, be made war- 
steamers of the first class, and would, in fact, be of 
jittle or no use to the Government. How these facts 
may be, I do not undertake to say; but I wish to 
have dhe information from a responsible and _reli- 
able source, that I, and the rest of the House, 
may be able to act more understandingly upon 
this subject. I am unwilling, with all the inform- 
ation | have been enabled to obtain, to vote to 
bind this Government in contracts with individu- 
als which may involve the expenditure of millions 
and millions of dollars to extend a system, to say 
the least of it, of doubtful expediency, when our 
commerce has grown up to be second to no na- 
tion in the world, withoutany suchaid. Ithasa 
monopolizing and partial tendency, and I am un- 
willing to vote millions and millions of dollars for 
such a system, unless | am confident that it is one 


| which will inure to the benefit of the Government; 


that these steamers are in fact what they are rep- 
resented to be—of being capable of conversion 
immediately into war-steamers of the first class. 

Mr. OLDS. I should like to inquire of the 
gentleman, if his resolution calls for copies of the 
contracts ¢ 

Mr. PEASLEE. It calls for the facts in rela- 
tion to the contracts, but not copies of the con- 
tracts. 

Mr. OLDS. It is important that we should 
have them; and I hope the gentleman will embrace 
them in his call. 

Mr. PEASLEE. I have no objection to an 
amendment of that kind. I[ will not detain the 
House longer. My only object is to obtain light 
and information upon the subject, which it seems | 
to me to be of the deepest importance to the Treas- 
ury and country, and 
which may enable us to act more understandingly | 
upon this subject, and be of much benefit. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I am in favor | 
of the resolution, for the reasons assigned by the 
gentleman, and concur most heartily with his | 
views, if I heard him correctly, in regard to these | 
steamships. - 

TheSPEAKER. The question is on the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Jones. 

Mr. PEASLEE., I have no objection to the 
modification, if it is in order to accept it. I also 


accept the modification of the gentleman from Ohio, | 


{Mr. Oxps.]} 


The nee was then taken on the adoption of || 
the resolution; and it was agreed to. | 
| 

| 
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which can do no harm, and | 


| The question was then taken, and ther 
yeas 60, nays 108, as follows, viz: 
YEAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Allison, William fines 
ton, Barrere, Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, ewie Jo Pple. 
Boyd, Brenton, Briggs, George H. Brown, E. c ake 
Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Conger — ’ 
Doty, Duncan, Evans, Fowler, Henry M. Puller. Gen 
Giddings, Goodenow, Goodrich, Harper, Hasealj. Hav? 
Hebard, Horsford, John W. Howe, Thomas Y, How — 
G. King, Mann, Martin, Meacham, Miller, Miner, Ney... 
Samuel W. Parker, Penniman, Perkins, Porter Prin’ 
Schoolcraft, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour "Geen 
Befijamin Stanton, Stratton, Strother, Taylor, Thursto 
Washburn, Watkins, Welsh, Wells, and Addison Whi 
—6U. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Andrew 
Averett, Babcock, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Revie’ 
Beale, Bocock, Albert G. Brown, Buell, Busby, Jos, Cay.’ 
Caldwell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chastaj ’ 
Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dawson’ 
Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Eastman, Edmundo,’ 
Ewing, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, Floyd, Freeman, Gay 
ble, Gaylord, Gorman, Green, Grey, Grow, Hall, Ishay, ¢ 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Hendricks, Henn, 1 , 
bard, Holladay, Houston, Howard, Ives, Andrew Johnson 
James Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Geo 
W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhan, 
Mace, McCorkle, MeLanahan, MeMullin, McNair. Me 
Queen, Millson, Molony, Morehead, Murphy, Morray 
Nabers, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Peaslee, Penn, Polk, Powoi’ 
Rantoul, Riddle, Robie, Robinson, Savage, Scurry, Syjqr 
Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abr'nn 
P. Stevens, Alexander H. Stephens, Stone, St. Marti 
Stuart, Sutherland, Sweetser, George W. Thompson’ 
Townshend, Venable, Wallace, Ward, Alexander Whip 
Wilcox, Wildrick, Williams, and Woodward.—10s, : 
Mr. INGERSOLL, who was without the ba; 
when his name was called, asked the unanimous 
consent to record his vote in the negative. Objec. 
tion was made, and the permission not granted, 


So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. CLARK. I rise to what I understand to 
be a point of order. I ask if this is not resolution 
day? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr.CLARK, I hope the day will be employed 
in that way. , 

The SPEAKER. It is alsoin order, the Chair 
will inform the gentleman, to move to suspend the 
rules, and to ask the unanimous consent of the 
| House to introduce resolutions. 


| DISTRIBUTION OF ARMS. 

Mr. HOWARD asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military A ffairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency af distributing arms 
to the new States and Territories, as recommended in the 
annual report of the Secretary of War. 

There being no objection, the question was 
taken, and the resolution was adopted. 


WIDOW OF GENERAL BELKNAP. 

Mr. HARPER asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for the support of the widow of the late Brigadier Gen- 
eral Belknap. 

There being no objection, the 
taken, and the resolution adopte 

Mr. WASHBURN asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to present the petition of John 
A. Poor and others, of the Executive Committee 
of the State of Maine, and members of the cor- 
porate of the European and North American 

ailroad, for aid to said work. 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. WASHBURN. 1 move a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose. 

Mr. STANLY. Can it not be introduced un- 
der the rules? 

Mr. WASHBURN. I can present it under the 
rules, but I choose to present it in this way; and 
inasmuch as it comes from the Executive of 
Maine, I desire to have it printed. : 

Mr. FICKLIN. Is itan act of the Legislature’ 


© Were 


i, 


ite 


son, 


pre was then 


Mr. WELCH asked the unanimous consent of } Mr. WASHBURN. Itisa petition in behalf 


the House to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means are | 
instructed to report a bill modifying and altering the tariff of | 
1846, by substituting, wherever practicable, specific for ad | 
valorem duties, with such rates of duty as will yield suffi- | 
cient revenue ; and with such discriminations in favor of | 


iron and other articles of domestic manufacture and pro- | 


ductions, as will afford adequate protection to the labor of || 
our own citizens against foreign competition. I] 
| 
| 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia, objected. 
Mr. WELCH moved a suspension of the rules | 


to enable him to introduce the resolution. 


Mr. BOCOCK demanded the yeas and nays; || 


| of the State of Maine. 


Mr. FICKLIN. It is not customary to pub- 
lish these petitions? 

The question was then taken; and a count be- 
ing had, there were—ayes 76, noes 46. 

r. WASHBURN demanded tellers; which 

were ordered. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I ask if this is not 
a memorial which may be presented under the 
| rules? Some gentlemen say it is, and others it 18 
| not. . 
Mr. SMART. _It may be presented, but can- 
) nox be printed under the rules. 
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che rules, | am opposed to it. 
“Mr. WASHBURN. It may be presented un- 
»- the rules; but inasmuch as itis an elaborate 
sition, drawn up by the Executive Committee of 
. State of Maine with great care, I desire to 
have it printed. 

The question was then taken, (Messrs. Brawn, 
of Mississippi, and Fuiier, of Maine, acting as 
wllers,) and there were—ayes 73, noes 53. 


GRANT S CHANNEL THROUGH SHELL REEF. 
ge . . * . ° 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the unan- 
‘mous consent of the House to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Treasury be instructed 

7 re into and report to this Houxe the advantages re- 
fo inquir . oT 2 
viting to the commerce of the United States, and to the 
mail service of the United States, from the opening of a 
shannel, by John Grant, Esq., through the Shell Rees, lying 
perween Dauphin Island and Cedar Point, in Mobile county, 
jlabama; and further, what tonnage said Grant is now al- 
iowed by law to charge vessels navigating said channei, 
now long his right to charge said tonnage will continue, and 
whether it would be advantageous to the United States to 
purchase the right of said Grant; and, if so, at what cost 
tie purchase may be effected. 

Mr. CARTTER objected. 

Mr. BROWN. I move a suspension of the 
rules, to enable me to introduce the resolution. Itis 
but a resolution of inquiry into a matter of great 
importance to the commerce of the gountry, and 
| therefore hope the House will indulge me. 

The question was then put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
was introduced. 

Mr. BROWN moved to suspend the rule re- 
quiring a resolution of inquiry to lay over one 
day; which motion was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, it was put, and the resolution was 
agreed to 

ARMY ON THE ROUTE TO OREGON. 

Mr. LANE, by unanimous consent, offered the 
following resolution; which was considered, and 
ayreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to the House what steps, if any, 
ave been taken to insure the protection of emigrants en 
route to Oregon, against the depredations of the Indians of 
that Territory; and in case no such steps have been taken 
for that purpose, that he be requested to cause the regi- 
ment of Mounted Rifles to be placed upon duty within the 
Territory of Oregon—the service for which said troops 
were created—and that he cause a portion of said regiment 
to be posted upon the main emigrant road from St. Joseph, 
onthe Missouri, between Fort Hall and the Dalls of the 
Columbia river, and the remainder thereof to be posted in 
the Rogue river Valley, on the road from Oregon to Cali- 
fornia, said troops being necessary for the protection of 
emigrants and others traveling said road. 

Mr. HAVEN. I rise to move a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which that resolution was just 
now adopted. I do it for the purpose of calling 
the attention of the House to the fact, that the 
resolution seems to give directions to the President 
of the United States with reference to the mode 
of employing the military forces of the United 
States. If this be so—and I am not sure that it 
is, for I did not hear the resolution distinctly—it 
seems to me that the-resolution ought not to be 
passed. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Let the resolution be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution. 

Mr. HAVEN. I have nothing to add to what 
I said before the resolution was read. Unless 
there is some explanation other than what appears 
on the face of the resolution, it does seem to me 
thatit would be indiscreet on the part of the House 
to allow the vote to stand. I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the gentleman from Oregon to allow the vote to 
be reconsidered, and instead of calling upon the 
President and giving him the directions therein 
specified, refer the subject to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and let them inquire into what 
has been done and what it may be necessary to do, 
inorder to protect the emigrantson that route. It 
would be a very strange mode of proceeding, it 


seems to me, for this House to direct the Presi- | 


dent how he shall dispose of the army, or any 
portion of it. And certainly, if what is there im- 
bodied is to be done at all, it should be done by 
joint resolution of Congress, and not by one House. 
I think it would be. better to reconsider the vote 


and let the resolution go to the Committee on Mili- 
lary Affairs. 
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Mr. CABELL. If it can be presented under | 


Mr. LANE. I hold in my hand a number of 
petitions and memorials from the Legislative As- 
sembly of Oregon, upon this subject, which | 
would ask to have read, but that it would consume 
too much of the time of the House. 1! will, how- 
ever, give some reasons why the resolution ought 
to pass to-day. We have to furnish troops for 
the protection of this route within less than two 
months from to-day, or it cannot be done in time 
to protect the emigrants whé will go out the ensu- 
ing season. By that time the people bound for 
Oregon will be on the road. Can we get the mat- 
ter before the.Committee om Military Affairs and 
have a bill passed through both Hotses of Con- 
gress for raising and organizing a force, and get 
that force on the road in time for the protection to 
which these American citizens are entitled? It is 
only very recently—within the last few years— 
that the fodians have become very troublesome on 
these routes. 

But that time has passed away. Lately the In- 
dians have committed greater depredations than 
ever. Even within the last twelve months they 
have been successful in killing a great many women 
and children. The last Congress passed a law 
making donations and grants of lands to the set- 
tlers and emigrants to that country, and thereby 
inducing them to emigrate thither. And now | 
ask, is 1t not right and proper that they should af- 
ford them protection? The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] says this resolution ought to 
go to the Committee on Military Affairs. He says, 
let them consider the matter and report a bill. Let 
me tell that gentleman that this regiment of troops 
was raised by order of Congress for that especial 
purpose. The rifle regiment was, if I mistake not, 
raised especially for the Oregon service. But it 
was raised in the time of the Mexican war; and, 
instead of sending them to Oregon, as was contem- 
plated, they were sent to Mexico, where they did 
good service. When they returned from Mexico 
the President, in consideration of the fact that 
they had been diverted from the purpose for which 
they were raised, thought it right to extend to them 
the privilege of a discharge. They were discharged, 
but it was recruited again, and in recruiting it was 
held out as a special inducement, that they should 
be employed in the Oregon service. I think that 
was the understanding between the Government 
and those who were recruited. They were sent 
to Oregon, but before they had had time to render 
any service there they were ordered away. Now 
the service of that regiment belonged to Oregon, 
and to no other portion of the United States. I 
am aware that the President of the United States 
is Commander-in-Chief of the Army; and Ido not 
desire to infringe upon his privileges or his author- 
ity. Idonot ask the House to dothat. Alll 
ask is, for the House to request him respectfully 
to grant to the people of Oregon just what is their 
due; and to the people who are traveling to Oregon, 
what they are entitled to, protection. Is it right, 
I ask, to have an extent of country two thousand 
miles in length, running through the Indian coun- 
try, running through the lands of some of the most 
fierce and barbarous tribes of Indians upon the 
face of the earth, who will attack and cripple the 
cattle and teams, and then capture or kill the trav- 
elers themselves—I say, is it right to have this 
whole extent of country entirely without protec- 
tion? The reasons are plain to my sie No 
time should be lost. This matter ought at once 
to be settled—this resolution ought to be passed 
immediately, and let the President direct the ritle 

| regiment which was raised especially for that ser- 
| vice to march at once for Oregon. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask him one question? Do I under- 
stand that this’ resolution requests or directs the 


President to make this disposition of that regiment? | 


Mr. LANE. It requests him. 

Mr. CABELL. The resolution goes on to di- 
rect that a portion of the troops shall be placed 
upon the line, if I understand it correctly. What 
{ want to know is, whether it is the intention of 
the resolution to direct the President, in his dispo- 
sition of the United States troops, or whether it is 
merely a request? If it is the latter, I have no ob- 
jection to it, but if it is an order, I shall protest 
against it. I protest against directing, or ordering, 
| the President in this manner, by any single branch 
| of Congress. 
|| Mr. LANE. 


It is simply a request. But I 


|| desire to explain why I want the troops disposed | 
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; 
of in the manner provided for in the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. DISNEY. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Oregon, I desire to explain what 
is the precise effect of the resolution. have just 
read it, and it is merely an inquiry of the Presi- 
dent, as to what steps have been taken for the pro- 
tection of the emigrant; and if no steps have been 
taken, it requests him to make that detposition of 
the rifle regiment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. But there is a 
second clause in the resolution, which directs the 
President to cause a portion of this regiment to be 
placed along the line. . 

Several Mempers. ‘* Read the resolution.”’ 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. CABELL. The gentleman from Oregon 
now will see that | was correct in saying that the 
latter clause of the resolution directs the President 
in this matter. 

Mr. LANE. That clause is predicated upon 
the supposition, that the troops will be ordered to 
Oregon. In that case, it requests the President to 
place a portion, as will be found necessary, upon 
the emigrant road, and a portion upon the great 
road leading from Oregon to Califorma. I desire 
to say to the House, that there can be but two 
great roads leading to Oregon on which any dan- 
ger is to be apprehended—such is the shape of the 
country; one road leads directly from St. Joseph, 
via Fort Hall, to the Dalles on the Columbia, and 
upon that road the Indians are the most warlike 
and ferocious in their habits. ‘They are well armed 
and fierce. 

Mr. HEBARD. 
ae uestion? 

Mr. LANE. I beg the gentleman’s pardon, but 
I have about so much to say, and I don’t like to 
be interrupted, 

Mr. HEBARD. I have but a word to gay. 
The gentleman is aware, that by the Constitution, 
the President is made the commander-in-chief of 
the Army and disposer of ovr military forces 
Now, | desire to ask the géntieman, whether he 
ever called upon the President and requested him 
to make this disposition of the troops ? 

Mr. LANE. It gives me great pleasure tp an- 
swer the gentleman. I did call upon the President 
in person, and then I addressed him a letter; and 
if the House will allow me, | will read that letter. 
A copy of it was furnished to Senator Gwin, who 
read it in a speech upon the defences of California 
and Oregon the other day. It was published in 
the debaiés of the Senate, and I now have a copy 
of the Union in my draw containing it. 

{[Mr. BARRERE, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, here interposed, and presented as cor- 
rectly enrolled, 

A bill to carry into execution, in further part, 
the twelfth article of the treaty with Mexico, con- 
cluded at Guadalape Hidalgo; and 

An act for the relief of American citizens lately 
imprisoned and pardoned by the Queen of Spain. } 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to ask the gentleman 
one question. 1 wish to ask whether this regi- 
ment has not been ordered to the frontiers of New 
Mexico and Texas, as a mounted regiment, by 
the Secretary of War, upon the ground that it 
was not adapted to service in Oregon—that in that 
country mounted troops were not as efficient as 
infantry ? I desire also to know if the gentleman 
now wishes to change the plan of operations in the 
military department of the Government, and order, 
at great expense,a regiment to return to Oregon? 

Mr. HEBARD. I desireto know what answer 
the President returned to the application of the 
gentleman from Oregon. I do not care about 
having the letter read. 

Mr. LANE. If gentlemen will permit me to 
have the letter read, I then will answer both the 
inquiries of the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. 
Howarp,] and the gentleman from Vermont, |Mr. 
Hesarp.} 

The letter was then read by the Clerk, as fol- 
lows: 


I desire to ask the gentleman 


Wasnineton City, Decemter 12, 1851. 
To his Excellency the President of the United States : 

Six: A sense of duty prompts me to call your early at- 
tention to the peculiar condition of things in Oregon. I 
have been a citizen of that Territory for near three years; 
have traveled the settled portion of it al) over; had much 
to do with the Indians, and know them, perhaps, as well as 
av\y other man, and understand the wants of the American 
citizens there; and can say to you, that for their protection 
and for the protection of others emigrating there, that 
troops to be garrisoned on the great road from St. Joseph 
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via Fort Hall to the Dalles of the Columbia, and also on the 
road from Oregon to California, are absolutely indispensable 
for the protection of life and property. I know that [ need 
but call your attention to the condition of things there, and 
present the facts within my knowledge, to secure your aid 
and prompt action in the premises. The suffering this sea 

son for the want of troops to protect emigrants and others 
en route to Oregon. and from Oregon to California, has 
been terrible; and certainly this Government ought and 
will, [ have no doubt, afford protection to her citizens ina 
country 80 remote and exposed as are all persons traveling 
either on the emigrant road to Oregon or on the road from 
Oregon to California. There are but these two roads south 
of the Columbia on which troubles are to be apprehended. 
The shape of the country, with its stupendous mountains, 
are insurmountable barriers to the location of roads of im 

portance. A garri#on of two or three companies of horse— 
one of infantry, if a mounted force cannot be had—on each 
of these roade—at the Grand Round, for instance, on the 
emigrant or northern road, and in the Rogue River Valley, 
on the California, or southern road. The moral influence 
that the establishment of the posts would produce upon the 
minds of the Indians would do much towards keeping peace 
with them, and afford the protection to American citizens 
that the¥ are so justly entitled to. 

itmay be well here to mention, that the road from Ore 
gon to California forks in the Rogue River Valley; the main 
road passes south of the great Shasti Mountain to the source 
of the Sacramento, thence down that river to its great val 
ley, and to Sacramento City; the north branch passes by 
Cilamath Lake to Fort Hall. A small party of emigrants 
have gone that route this season and gotin safely. This 
route was opened by Jesse Applegate, Scott and others, in 
the year 1846, for the purpose of affording to emigrants a 
pass into the southern portion of Oregon; but such was the 
suffering of the first emigrants on this route that it has been 
but little traveled since, but will, Lhave nodoubt, be much 
traveled if a garrison should be established in Rogue River 
Valley, as above suggested. 

1 have been thus explicit, in order that yon may under 
stand the condition and wants of the country which I have 
the honor to represent, with the full belief that you will 
take such steps as may be necessary to give protection to 
the citizens there, and emigrants and others, traveling to 
and from Oregon. 

Herewith I enclose two communications from Oregon for 
your perusal, which vou will please return to me. 
the writers I am well acquainted with, (Mr. Applegate, one 
of the early settlers of Oregon.) He has done much to 
bring the country into requisition, by exploring, opening 
roads, &c., &c.; a sensible, reliable man. With Mr, Si 
mons I have no acquaintance, but have no doubt of the 
wuth of his narrative. 

With great respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH LANE. 


Mr. LANE resumed. I called upon the Presi- 
dent in person, and the House is aware that he is 
of the opinion that the army is too small to afford 
all the protection that is necessary for that coun- 


cena CO 


try, and that he has recommended an increase of 


the army. L[called upon the Secretary of War 
recently relative to this matter, and asked him if 
any troops could be sent to that country to affotd 
protection to the emigrants bound to Qregon this 
season? IT have received no definite answer from 
either of them. The President feels friendly dis- 
»osed towards that country, and I have no doubt 
bs is anxious to do his duty. [ make no charges 
atall. But I charge that the rifle regiment has 
been diverted from the purpose for which it was 
raised and organized. tt ought not to have been 
ordered to Texas, if it has been done. 

I sny to the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. How- 
anv,} that if an order has been issued from the 
Department here, ordering that regiment to Tex- 
as, itought not to have been done. It was not 
raised for Texan service, or for the protection of 
the boundary between Mexico and the United 
States; and I can say another thing to the gentle- 
man from Texas, that they there are not in the 
exposed condition as are the people of Oregon, 
and as are the people of the States on their way 
there; and I know that it is an easy matter in Tex- 
as to raise a force in sufficient numbers to whip 


One of 


} 


| they extend to the country the protection which 


| leave the settlements soon, and be at St. Joseph, | 


| moment, to authorize the raising of the force re- 


| do it? They could do it; but recollect that every 


man’s time there is worth five dollars a day to | 
him. Now, if you want toraise a force you must | 
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| 


first say to the volunteer that you will give him 1} 


five dollars a day, and find him horse, arms, and 
equipment. And is that Territory, with only 
three thousand voters, able to do that, and can 


it ought to have? Why induce people to go there? 
Since I have been here I have received thousands 
of letters making inquiries about Oregon, and | 
making known to me that certain persons in the | 
neighborhood of the writers were making prepa- 
rations to start for Oregon. And every man who 
has made up his mind to go there this year must 


with everything necessary for oyfit on the way, by 
the first of May next. Can we begin, at this late 
quired, arm it, and get it ready in time to render 
them the necessary assistance? No, sir, we can- | 





not; and if we fail to do it, what will be the result? || 


Let me teil you, it will be the tomahawking, in 


| that is so frequent an occurrence that we h 


now, it is the imperative duty of the Gove 


| to South Carolinians, of which State he was 


| that he was the best officer of his age in the A 


a Feb, 9, 


seat of Indian troubles, the whole outside sett] 

ments would have been crushed. But they », - 
the Indidns a severe flogging and a severe 
tisement, such a one as has kept them, up to ~ 
present time, in that quarter, apparently friendly. 
though they have killed a few whites ‘since: i 
thik of asking this Government to iene? 
The killing of one or two men is no unusual thi, 
there; but we take care of these comparative, , 
small disturbances ourselves. But.when it js ial, 


dent that there is a general hostility, as there j, 
: ) 


ing 


; . ; rhment 
to interpose and give us aid. 


Now, while I am speaking of that Indian y., 
in which Captain Stewart fell, 1 would like to gay 
. an \< 
tive, that he was an ornament to that gallant Siq,.. 


mer. 


| jcan Army, and more familiar with the duties o 


| in in Mexico—and he was in nearly all of them 


the most cruel and barbarous manner, of the men, || 


women, and children, and helpless families, who | 
have been induced to go to Oregon, and that, too, | 
after a regiment has been raised for the specific | 
purpose of protecting them. Why should it be | 
ordered to Texas? I am not sure that such an 
order has been made. If it has been, I ask, inthe | 
name of the people who will be exposed to Indian 
depredations, that it be countermanded, and let 
the regiment go to Oregon, where it should go, 


| and where it is the duty of the President to send 


it. If he fails to do it, I shall never cease to say 


| that, in my judgment, he has failed to do his duty. 


| from 


I am sure it will be wrong to divert that regiment 
that country. The regiment arrived in 


| Oregon at a time and under circumstances the 


most unfavorable. It was just at the time of 
the breaking out of the great gold excitement, 
and in the midst of that excitement many of the 


| privates abandoned the service, disgraced them- 


| search of gold. 
| desert, and a sufficient number were left to afford | 


selves by forsaking their flag and going off in 
But a portion of them did not 


all the protection necessary for that country. They 


| said, We have enlisted for this service, and will 
| remain and serve out our time, get our discharge, 


| If so, it is all wrong. 


and then become citizens of this country. 


render service to the country, and afford the pro- 


tection we needed, they were ordered from that | 
. ¥ | 
country to this; and from what the gentleman from 


Texas [Mr. Howarp] now says, I suppose it is 
now ordered to Texas, and is upon the way thither. 
A portion of that regiment, 
contrary to justice, contrary to law, in my judg- 
ment—I am no lawyer, but if I make a declaration 
which is not warranted, I wish some good lawyer 


| to correct me—I say a portion of that regiment, 
| raised for service in the Oregon Territory, before 
| they were ordered out of it, were transferred from 


| into California. 
violation of the contract between the Government | 


that regiment into the dragoon service, and ordered 
That was, in my judgment, a 


and the soldier, and would, I have no doubt, bave 
entitled him to his discharge, if he had taken the 
proper steps for that purpose in due time. Never- 


| theless, the transfer for the time being was for- 
| tunate for us, because it gave us their invaluable 


all the Indians who may make any attempt upon || 


their settlements. I know there is no State more 
gallant, ora people more ready to’ turn out on duty 
at a moment’s warning, than the people of Texas. 
I know their ability to defend themselves, and that 
all they want is to know that their services are 
needed, and they are ready to go out and de- 
stroy the Indians. But how is it with Oregon? 
In that portion of Oregon, for which I ask 
protection, there is not any settlements within 
seven hundred miles. The population even in the 


services a few weeks longer than we would have 
had them if they had gone off with the rifles. It 
happened to be just at the time the troubles broke 


|; out among the Rogue river Indians, when our 


people were being murdered by them, when they 


While | 


the regiment was in that condition, and able to | 





were thus transferred from the rifles to the dragoon 
service. The troops thus transferred consisted 
of two companies, one commanded by Captain 


| Walker, the other by the gallant and lamented 
| Stewart, who, after covering himself with unfading 
laurels in Mexico, unfortunately fell in that distant 


settled portion of Oregon is small; and can this | 


House for a moment expect them to raise a force 
of five hundred or even three hundred men, and 
send them out with subsistance seven hundred 
miles from a settlement? Emigrants bound to 
Oregon, when once within the settlements, are as 
safe as they would be in Washington city, But 
look at the district of country they are to pass 
over to get there; and who is to give them pro- 


land, in defence of his exposed countrymen. The 
people of Oregon will ever cherish his memory, 
and I hope and believe they will, as they ought, 
erect a monument to perpetuate it. 

Those troops, the whole being under the com- 
mand of Major Kearny, moved in the direction 
of the Indian troubles; and it was my fortune, 
with a few gallant Oregonians, to fall in with them 
then, also including some brave volunteer Califor- 
nians, and witness and participate in the service 
which followed. But for those troops, who re- 


tection? Can the people of Oregon turn out and || mained only two weeks in the country, and at the 


an officer than any young man in the Army. jj, 
had distinguished himself in every battle ‘he was 
and fell fighting forthe people of Oregon. | learned 
about the time of his death, that a portion of his 
salary was annually or quarterly devoted to the 


| benefit of his mother, now, I learn, living in this 


| quest him simply. 


District. I hope that some friend of that man w;jj 


|| take care to propose that a pension be granted to 


that mother; a mother who bore such a noble sop 
is entitled, in my opinion, to the benefit of « pens 
sion. 

3ut Lam wandering from the subject. Now, 
as to the resolution, if there is anything in it, any 
wording of it that is not just ahi I am willing 
to change it. Ido not ask to direct the Presiden; 
of the United States. He is the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army of the United States, and Ido 
not want to abridge his authority. I want to re. 
If the word request is not in 
the resolution, I want it inserted. I want to draw 


| the attention of the President to it, and request 


him, in the most respectful manner, to extend to 


| the people of Oregon Territory that protection 


'alaw of Congress for that service. 


which they are entitled to, and that he will send 
out that regiment to Oregon, which was raised by 
Now, to w- 
dertake to raise a regiment, and get them on the 
ground in time to protect emigrants this year, is 
out of the question. No such thing can be done. 
If members of this House are willing to afford 
this protection, they must request the President, or 
the President must do it withont request, to send 
out some troops now in the field, and who are 


| recularly in the service. 


| large for all purposes. 


| needed there? 


If you let it go this year, there is no certainty 
of getting them the next; and when will we get 
that protection our citizens need and demand? | 
am satisfied myself, that the Army is sufficiently 
Is there not more troops 
stationed along the Southern States than are 
Why are troops needed in the ol 
States of the Union? Why not send them where 


| they will be on duty, affording protection to- the 


unsettled portions of our country? Or is it that 
Oregon is too far off, and nothing is cared for the 


people out there? I am satisfied that there are 
| enough in the regular aay prepecly distributed, 


to afford all the protection that Texas may need, 


| without cailing upon her gallant sons to turn out, 


| and to defend themselves. 


That, however, they 


| have been in the habit of doing ever since an 
American lived there. They are enough to afford 
| protection to Texas, and also to emigrants en rowle 


| for Oregon. 


| President. 


Why not let the rifles come to Ore- 
gon—let the troops who have enlisted for that ser- 
vice serve out their time there? Now, let me again 
ask that the resolution be amended so as to make 
the resolution read ‘ request”’ instead of ‘ direct,” 
wherever it may occur. TI trust the vote to recon- 
sider will not prevail. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, obtained the floor, 
but gave way to 

Mr. HEBARD. I wish to say that the inquiry 
I made of the gentleman from Oregon, was not 
dictated by any unfriendly feelings towards the 
purposes of his resolution, but it was to see what 
position we were placing ourselves in with refer- 
ence to the subject before us, and in relation to the 
The objection with me is not what the 
gentleman himself supposes it to be. It is not be- 


| cause it is not sufficiently indicative of a request, 
| but because I regard a request here even as !m- 


proper asadirection. I did not pay much attention 
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wo the resolution when it was introduced and 
adopted in the first instance, from the confusion 
athe Hall, When my attention was again called 
wit by the motion to reconsider the vote, it oc- 
rred to me that we were acting entirely in the 
jark. It is utterly improper, and I regard the 
making of a request of the President upon an im- 
sortant matter like this as equivalent to a direc- 
son. Lask gentlemen here how we stand with 
-oference to the President of the United States in 
making a request of him to do an important act 
when we ourselves know nothing about his ability 
1) do that act or its propriety? There is the diff. | 
“ity in the resolution. At is not that it is couched 

» disrespectful terms; it is not that it is a direction, 

hut the objection with meis, that we are requesting 

che President to do that of which we ourselves 

have no information, of which we know nothing 

f the facts either as regards his ability or the pro- 
priety of doing the action. It is with that view I 
hope the vote upon the adoption of the resolution 
wi! bereconsidered. If thegentleman has applied 
the President to do this very thing, and he 
veclected to do it, the gentleman, without any 
information upon which to base our action, comes 
forward and requests him to do it. I want to 
know if it is not implying indirectly a censure 
ypon the President? It is presumed that if he 
knows his duty he will discharge it. If we know 
it better than he does, we must have facts upon 
which to base our action. I think we are acting 
improperly in requesting—in directing action upon 
the part of the President which he has declined to 
take himself—all the responsibility resting with 
him, unless some better reason is furnished than 
has been suggested. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. My objection to 
the resolution does not grow out of the object at 
which the gentleman from Oregon seems to aim. 
| have no doubt that it is entirely proper that Or- 
egon, and that the emigrants upop their way to 
Oregon, should be protected. Itis not from any 
joubt of the correctness of the gentleman upon 
that point | oppose this resolution, but my oppo- 
sition grows out of a matter of principle. ‘This 
House alone has nothing to do with posting the 
army. The two Houses of Congress have noth- 
og to do with it. The Congress of the United 
States can raise and support an army, but the 
President of the United States is the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army; and we have no authority | 
upon the face of the earth—the two Houses of 
Congress have no authority—to give any direc- 
tion in respect to the posting of the army. That 
isa matter which belongs exclusively to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army. Why, sir, even in 
time of war the Congress of the United States have 
no jurisdiction in respect to the Army except to 
raise and support it. 

Mr. LANE. I will state te my friend that the 
resolution does not direct the President, it only re- 
quests him. 

Mr. BAYLY. Ido not think, so far as the 
question of principle is concerned, that. that alters 
t We make a request where we have no | 


the ease. 
authority to act, and that request is addressed to | 
me who has the authority, and who is responsi- | 
ble. I shall not comment upon the views which 
have been already presented, that we have not in- 
formation upon the subject, because my opposi- | 
tion does not grow out of the matter of expediency | 
nor propriety, but out of the question of power. 

|wasabout to say when I yielded to the gentle- | 
man from Oregon, that even in time of war the | 
authority of Congress over the Army is confined 
to the raising and subsisting of it. This was a 
matter carefully considered in the Convention 
which adopted our Constitution. The power was 
given to Congress to declare war, to raise and sup- 
port an army, but the power to wage war is given | 
to the President of the United States as the Com- | 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy. Con- | 
gress may, if it believes after a war has been de- | 
cared, that it is unnecessary and improperly pros- | 
ecuted, withhold sapplies, but it cannot take the | 
command of the Army. The only way by which 

the Congress can control the President of the 

United States in his command over the Army is | 
by withholding supplies. I agree entirely with | 
the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Hesarp,] | 
that in a case of this sort a request is equivalent to | 
‘direction. It isa matter in reference to which 

ve have no right to make a request, as a question | 
of power, and besides of expediency, where we |. 


| with which Major Kearny operated? 
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have no information. It is the duty of the Presi- 
dent to protect the frontier, to protect our emi- 
grants, to protect our distant settlers; and | have no 
idea of this House interposing to relieve him from 
any of his responsibility, by directing him in this 
matter. Well, sir, what will betheresult? Justas 
certain as the sun will rise to-morrow, if you pass 
this resolution directing the rifle regiment to be 
posted as the gentleman from Oregon suggests, it 
will be made the excuse for asking the addition of 
one or two regiments to our forces. This matter 
was gone over at the last session of Congress, and I 
agree with the gentleman from Oregon, whose abil- 
ity and experience has confirmed me in the truth 
of the opinion I expressed at the last Congress, 
that we have army enough if properly posted» but 
it 1s not for this Hbouse to say where they shall be 
posted. Congress have not the information, nor 
the power. 

Mr. HOWARD. After the statement of the 
honorable Delegate from Oregon, |Mr,. Lane,] it 
must be apparent to the House what the object of 
this resolution is. It is to overrule, if not by the 
direction of the House, at least by its opinion, the 
action of the President, as Commander-in-Chief of 
Army, or the Secretary of War, in relation to the 
posting of the Army. To say nothing of the 
power to which the honorable gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Bayty] has adverted to do this, in 
the absence of all inquiry and information, it is at 
leasta most extraordinary proceeding. Why have 
these troops been ordered, not from Oregon, but 
California? The Secretary of War has told you 
that mounted troops are unnecessary in Oregon; 
that mounted troops cannot operate in Oregon and 
California with as much facility as elsewhere; that 
they are not adapted to that service. 

Mr. LANE. If the gentleman from Texas will 
allow me, [ will put him right in relation to that 
matter. No troops are fit for Indian service but 
mounted ones. What was the description of force 
What was 
the kind of force commanded by Capt. Stuart when 
he was killed? I was with thema short time after 
the captain fell, and recollect of making a march 
of fifty miles in a day, and having in that several 
skirmishes. Could men on foot have done that? 
We galloped into an Indian town and knocked 
down every Indian that could be seen, and then 
went in a gallop to the next town, and after over- 
running that, we went to the next, and in that 
manner they conquered in two weeks the most fe- 
rocious and warlike Indians in Oregon Territory. 
This was done by troops raised tor the Oregon 


service, and who had been transferred to the dra- | 


goon service. I will say to the gentleman from 
‘Texas, that none but mounted troops can operate 
there. Infantry will not do there except to gar- 
rison a post. These troops did good service in 
Mexico. Mounted, as they were, they could gal- 
lop a whole day, as did the Texas troops, and on 
the next fight three or four Indian battles. 

Mr. HOWARD. Ido not pretend to set up 
my knowledge of the character of the country in 
Oregon to that of the Delegate of that Territory; 
but what I said was this, that the Commander-in 
Chief of the Army, and the Secretary of War 
had decided that that country was not adapted to 
mounted troops, but that infantry was a better 
species of force. Now, by a resolution of this 
House we undertake to overrule that opinion and 
to order back to Oregon a regiment which has been 
ordered from California to the frontier of Texas 
and New Mexico. It strikes me that this ought 
not to be done, and that it would be presumption 
in this House, without investigation, to overrule 
both the Presidentand the Secretary of War in rela- 
tion to the disposition of the Army, or any por- 
tion of it. Let an inquiry be instituted by the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and let a proper 
investigation take place, before the Administration 
is set right upon this point if it is in an error; but 
do not let a resolution introduced in this manner, 
attempting to make a disposition of the Army, be 
forced through the House without investigation. 
The idea of the Administration is to give so much 
infantry as is necessary to Oregon and Califor- 
nia, and to place upon the great prairies, the great 
open plains, the mounted troops, because they can 
operate in no other place to advantage against the 
Indians. There is another consideration in con- 
nection with this matter. By this time the regi- 
ment has arrived in Texas, which is under the com- 


mand of General Smith, who is in command of . 
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the eighth military division, and great expense has 
been incurred in theirremoval. You propose, upon 
a sunple resolution, to order their second removal, 
thus incurring a double expense. If you undertake 
that, you ought at least to do what you failed to 
do at the last session of Congress, give the Quar- 
termaster’s Department sufficient money where- 
with to operate upon the frontier in defence of the 
country. 

It appears now, from the report of the Secretary 
of War, that the Quartermaster’s Department is 
destitute of funds and is in debt, and it also 
appears that he cannot protect the frontier, for the 
very reason that he has no money in the Quar- 
termaster’s Department with w hich he can mount 
and move troops, and with which he can make a 
disposition of any portion of the Army. It strikes 
me, it would be a far more useful inquiry to ask 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, why they 
have not, before this late day, reported the de fi- 
ciency bill required by the estimates of the Secre- 
tary of War, thus providing for the necessary 
wants of the Army. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I do not wish to interrupt 
the gentleman, but these estimates were referred 
on the 13th of last month. 

Mr. HOWARD. If these estimates were re- 
ferred in this House on the 13th of last month, it 
seems to me that between the Committee of Ways 
and Means and the printing of the House, there 
has been a perfect stop-law to all the business, 

Mr. DUNHAM. That may be all true; but it 
cannot be expected for the Committee of Ways and 
Means to act upon the estimates sent to the 
Speaker’s table, before they are printed and sent 
to the committee. They will act upon them when 
in their hands; and if the gentleman wants a 
remedy, he must find it there, and not in the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HOWARD. When the public interest 
demands immediate action and immediate appro 
priation; when the whole frontier is in a state of 
warfare and bloodshed, it strikes me, the Com 
mittee of Ways and Means could act upon a mat- 
ter which embraces no more than six pages of 
printed matter. They could act upon 
nates without their being printed at all. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I would like to ask the 
gentleman if they have authority to do that, when 
the House have ordered 
printed ? 

Mr. HOWARD. At whose instance were they 
ordered to be printed? Was it at the instance of 
the Committee of Ways and Means? The motion 
proceeds from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or one of its members, and neither is it strictly 
true, because they are ordered to be printed that 
they must remain forever in the hands of the 
printer, unless he chooses to execute the print- 
ing. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. Howarp] is Jaboring under an error, when 
he says that the deficiency estimates were referred 
early in the last month. The deficiency estimates, 
as far as his appropriation is concerned, were pre- 
sented to this House some time in January, but 
they have not reached the Committee of Ways 
and Means in full yet. 1 have the estimates that 
have been printed and furnished to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, but the majority of the mem- 
bers of that committee have not received them yet. 
The gentleman says we can act upon the manu- 
script communication that has been made to this 
House. We do not get possession of the manu- 
script copy, and we have not the right to it. It is 
ordered by the House to be taken to the printers— 
it is taken there, and there it lies. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I call the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Horsron] to order. 
The question of printing has nothing to do with 
the resolution before us. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think my friend from 
Florida is getting a little excited. 


Mr. CABELL. | insist upon my point of 


~---+-- 


these esti- 


these estimates to be 


' order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair must decide that 


' jt is not in order to discuss the question of print- 


ing. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Texas 
{[Mr. Howarp] was allowed to discuss this very 
subject. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not inclined to 
call either the gentleman from Texas [Mr. How- 
aRD] or the gentleman from Alabama |Mr. Hovs- 
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Ton] to order, but the gentleman from Florida [Mr. 
Canes] rises to a question of order— 

Mr. HOUSTON. AVith the permission of the 
gentieman from ‘Texas, | will make a statement 
of fa ‘The «stimates which concern him di- 
rectly, are not the only estimates upon which the 
committee have to forma bill. Now, if it were 
true that half a dozen pages of printed matter 
were all, the committee might take them up, if 
they had possession of the printed communica- 
tion, 80 as to, act upon the subject; but the gentle- 
man forgets that there ts a large deficiency in the 
Quartermaster’s Department—a large deficiency 
in the Navy—a large deficiency in the Department 
of the Interior. All these things have to consti- 
tute one bill, and we cannot venture to take up 
every item—-—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is compelled to 
call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. HOWARD. I was stating, when I was 
interrupted, why this regiment could not be re- 
moved back again to Oregon, for the simple rea- 
son that there is no money in the Quartermaster’s 
Department to defray the expenses. ‘That, I in- 
sist, is pertinent to the resolution. Now the gen- 
tleman says that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have not had the estimates before the com- 
mittee, ‘They have had the estimates of the de- 
ficiency bill for the Army, which were referred on 
the 13th of the last month. 

Vir. CABELL, of Florida. I rise to the same 
point of order. ‘The remarks of the gentleman 
from Texas have nothing to do with the question. 

Mr. HOWARD. ‘That is a matter for the 
Speaker to decide. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not inclined to 
regard the gentleman from Texas as wandering 
entirely beyond the boundaries of this debate, in 
referring to the means of the Government for 
transferring these troops. ‘The gentleman from 
‘Texas is in order. 

Mr. HOWARD. On the 13th of January, this 
matter was referred and ordered to be printed, and 
for about two weeks the printed esumate has been 
in my desk—how much longer in my box, I do 
not know. It seems to me, in a matter of so 
much importance—involving the security of the 
whole frontier—the efficiency of the whole Army 
itseif—that this is a late day for the deficiency bill, 
and not yet brought in, and which ought to have 
heen passed long ere this. The necessary money 
to make the Army efficient should have been ap- 
yropriated, as almost the first business of the 
Cae because, whateyer may be the fault in rela- 
tion to the defences of the country, I undertake 
to say that it rests here. It does not rest with the 
Administration. I feel bound in justice to the 
Administration to say, that at the last session of 
Congress they ealled repeatedly both for men and 
means to enable them to make the frontier de- 
fences efficient. By the course pursued at the last 
session of Congress in cutting down the estimates 
one half in the Quartermaster’s Department, and 
that, too, without any reason, and by the refusal 
or neglect of the House this session to this late 
day to supply that deficiency in any degree, the 
fault rests here; and the frontiers of the country 
are not protected in the manner in which they 
ought to be. 1 wish at the proper time to move 


{s. 


to strike out all the resolution from the word * re- | 


solved,’’ and to substitute in its place “ that the 
Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to in- 
quire into it,’’ &e. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
to reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted. 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion now for 
reconsideration. 

Mr. ORR. Will that motion come up to-mor- 
row, if not disposed of? 

The SPEAKER. It isa privileged question— 
the motion to reconsider—which may be called up 
to-morrow. 

Mr. ORR. I hope my friend from Indiana 
{Mr. Gorman] will give way to a motion to ad- 
journ. 
adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to under- 
stand the condition of the question, should the 
House now adjourn. If the motion should come 
up to-morrow to reconsider, and it be carried, then 
i should think the resolution, having come in 
under a suspension of the rules, 
next Monday. 


I understand the motion is | 


i make the motion that the House do now 


will go over until | fo 


The SPEAKER. 
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The Chair is inclined to the | 


opinion, that if the vote is reconsidered, the reso- | 


ution will be before the House in order for con- 
sideration. . 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is only when a motion 
is made, and not acted upon, that it goes over to 
the next suspension day. This has been acted 
upon, 


On motion, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House, the papers of John Gordon for purposes 
of reference. 


Mr. GORMAN, I yielded to my friend to 
make the motion, upon the supposition that this 
matter would come up to-morrow morning. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that, as 
a privileged question, it may be‘called up. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


| Trade, of Philadelphia, relative to a branch 


J will call the at- | 


tention of the Chair to the fact, that after the House | 


has disposed of the privileged question, then the 
resolution, coming in under the suspension of the 
rules, must, 1 think, according to the practice of 
the House, go over to the next Monday—the sus- 
pension day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks, in exam- 
ining the practice of the House, that the subject 
has come fairly before the House, and after being 
reconsidered by the House, it will be in order to 
vote upon the resolution. 
distinctly, that it reserves to itself the right of de- 
termining that matter when it comes up. 

Mr. JONES. The Chair will find upon exami- 
ation, that the practice of the House, at the last 
session of Congress, whena similar question arose, 
was as I have already stated. 

On motion, it was 


But the Chair states | 


7 ; « 
Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 


files of the Heuse, the papers of John Sloane, for the pur 
pose of reference to one of the Executive Departinents. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
for adjournment, and it was agreed to. 

The House adjourned tll to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock. 

PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. BOWNE: The petition of James Cleveland, Jr., 
and others, a committee of the rope-makers of Kings coun 
ty, in the State of New York, praying for an alteration of 
the tariff. 

By Mr. HORSFORD: The petition of sundry citizens 
of Geneva, New York, praying for additional protection to 
the business of manuitacturiug segars. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The memorial of A. A. Hibbard 

| and others, citizens of the State of New York, remonstra- 


ting against an extension of C, H. McCormick’s patent for | 


a reapiug machine. 


By Mr. GOODRICH: The petition of Bancroft Fowler | 


and others, of Stockbridge, Massachusetts, praying Con- 
gress to take such action as it may deem best in tavor of 


stipulated arbitration as a substitute for war, as an arbiter | 


| of justice among nations. 


Also, the petition of Ezra Heath, in behalf of the heirs of | 
Gilbert Dench, for the payment of the balance equitably due | 


under a contract with the Government. 
By Mr. HENN: The petition of Isaac G. Willson and 


35 others, citizens of Powesheik county, lowa, asking. tor | 
a mail route from Fairfield, via Lancaster, Sigourney, and | 


indianapolis, to Montezuma. 

By Mr. GROW: The petition of citizens of Susquehan- 
na county, Pennsylvania, tor a mail route from Friends- 
ville, in said county, to South Warren, in Bradford county. 

By Mr. CLINGMAN: The memorial of Captain Charles 
Wilkes, relative to the search for Sir John Franklin. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of the presidents and 

| cashiers of the banks in Albany, New York, and 26 mem- 
bers of the Senate of the State of New York, asking Con- 
gress to establish a Mint in the city of New York. 


By Mr. MiLLSON: The petition of William 'T. Hendren, | 
clerk of the district court of the United States for the east- | 
ern district of Virginia, praying a reasonable annual salary. | 


By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of Caristopher B. 


Sawyer and 17 others, citizens of Maine, for a light-house | 


on the Nubble, at Cape Neddech. 


Also, the petition of G. N. Freeman and others, on same || 


subject. 


Also, the petition of Captain E. Perkins and others, on 
same subject. 


By Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of Enoch Winan and 


others, citizens of Licking county, Ohio, for additional 


compensation for taking the census, under the act of May | 


23d, 1850. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of William Chandler 
and 43 other citizens of Clinton, Ohio; H. Van Houton 
and 126 others, of Morris county, New Jersey; Minn G. 
Moslin and 67 other citizens of Ohio, Kenneth Monthly 


Meeting of the religious Society of Friends, for the repeal of | 


the fugitive slave law. 


Also, the petition of William Miley and 80 other citizens | 


of Illinois, for observance of the Sabbath. 


By Mr. RIDDLE: The memorial of 1,300 citizens of the || 


| State of Delaware, praying for an appropriation to build a | 


| custom-house in the city of Wilmington. 


nsion. 


ra 
By Mr. BARRERE : Three several petitions, numerously 


By Mr. BUELL: The petition of Sergeant William Pratt, | 


x 
Feb. 10, 
signed, by citizens of Clermont county, Ohio, sith t 
the establishment of an Agricultural Bureau. zoe lor 
By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of the 


Board of 


M 0 New 
York. Mt 1a New 


Also, of Mary F. B. Lively, of Philadelphia, askine « 
pension on account of services and sufferings of jer batten 7 
in the service of the United States. ; vand 

Also, proceedings of the Agricultural Societ 
sylvania, recommending the establishment of 
tural Bureau by the United States. 


Y; Of Penn 
an Agricul 


IN SENATE. 
Tvurspay, February 10, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butier. 


PETITIONS. 
Mr. WADE presented a memorial of the assis. 


ant marshals for taking the Seventh Cengys ; 
Clinton county, Ohio, praying additional compe). 
sation; which was referred to the Commities of 
Claims. : 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of W). 
liam R, Glover and James J. Wright, pray; 2 
that the Postmaster Geperal may be authorized ,, 
contract with them for the transportation of {he 
mails between New Orleans and Vera Cruz, touch. 
ing at Tampico; which was referred to the ( 

| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BADGER presented seven memorials of 
assistant marshals for taking the Seventh Ceysys 
in North Carolina, praying additional compensa. 
tion; which were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the memorial of Jo} 


von 


A. Dix and John A. Bolles, sureties of the Jae 
R.S. Dix, praying certain credits in the seti\c- 
ment of his accounts as a paymaster in the Army: 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. . 

| Also, a petition of the President and Directors 
of the Mississippi and Atlantic Railroad Com. 
pany, praying the right of way and a donation of 
land; which was referred to the Commitiee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of John Mitchell, praying to 
be allowed back pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Illinois, pray- 
ing the right of way and a donation of land {or 
the construetion of a railroad from Shawneetown 
to the Mississippi river, opposite to Saint Louis; 
which were referred to the Committee on | 
Lands. 

Also, the petition of Jeremiah Twarny, praying 
compensation for a coat lost while he was aiding 
in extinguishing the fire in the Capitol on the 24th 
December last; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented the petition of Wil- 
liam O’Brien, a lieutenant in the late war with 
Mexico, praying three months’ extra pay and his 
traveling expenses home; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of bank officers 
and others, of Albany, New York, praying the es- 
tablishment of a Mint in the city of New York; 
which was referred to the Committee on [Finance 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a memorial of 
merchants, shippers, hindiraien underwriters, 
and others, of Bath, Maine, praying that the act 
of March 3, 1847, for the reduction of the costs 
and expenses of proceedings in admiralty agawst 
ships and vessels may not be repealed; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I have been requested to pre- 
sent the memorial of Mrs. Mary Ann W. Vat 
Ness, praying an extension of the jurisdiction ot 
the Supreme Court, so as to allow her an appeal 
from a decision of the circuit court for the District 
of Columbia, which I move to refer to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not like to interpose any 
objection to sending anything to the Committee 00 

the Judiciary that properly belongs to it. 1 do 
not say that this matter would not have originally 
belonged to that committee, but it has been before 
that committee, and I have once brought in a bill 

in connection with it. As well as 1 can recollect, 
her former memorial—and I have no doubt this 
is the same—was, that we should review a certain 
law, and make a retrospective law so as to allow 
her to go to the Supreme Court of the United 
| States for a revision of her rights. That bill, 
| which was presented, was considered and dispos 
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THE CON 


shy a large majority of this body, and [ should | based, of no taxation without representation, to the 


netefore be reluctant to allow such a matter to go 
tack to a committee which has already decided 
von it; and I would inform my friend from TIli- 
~ ig, that if it goes back again to that committee, 
, will share its former fate. He had better, there- 
ane, propose some other reference. 

“Mr. SHIELDS. I have merely presented the 
memorial at the request of this respectable lady, 
aod if the chairman of the Committee on the Ju- 
diciar¥ objects to its being sent to that committee, 
| presume the better way will be to let it lie on the 


hle 
The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator persist 
» his motion? ; 

“Mr. SHIELDS. I would ask if there has been 
ay adverse report upon this subject? If there has, 
| will change my course. : 

Mr. BUTLER. Perhaps not directly an ad- 
yerse report, because her application was reported 
won by a bill. “ That bill proposed to give her the 
night of appealing to the Supreme Court by a law 
which reached back to cases that had arisefi with- 
in a period of five years, cases which had been de- 
sided under the laws then existing; in other words, 
to give her the benefit of a law operating retro- 
spectively, When, in fact, no such law existed. 
We decided against that, and introduced a bill 
which should operate prospectively, giving to all 
nersons a right to appeal to the Supreme Court 
from the decisions of the Circuit Court. 

The memorial was then laid on the table. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Chester Griswold, on the 
fles of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. * 

Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Mili- 
itary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the officers of the first regiment of Louisiana 
volunteers, submitted an adverse report; which 
was read. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
a company of sappers and miners, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill to repeal the act enti- 
ed “* An act for the organization of a company 
of sappers, miners, and pontoniers,’’ approved 
May 15, 1846; which was read and passed to the 
second reading. 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of documents rela- 
ting to the claim of John P. Duval, and that they be referred 
tw the Comittee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of documents in re- 
lation to the claim of the widow of Brevet Major J. P. J. | 
O’Brien, and that they be referred to the Committee on 


Pensions. ° 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval || 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of || 
Thomas Pember, submitted a report, accompanied | 
by a bill for his relief, which was read, and passed 
to the second reading. ‘The report was ordered to 
be printed. « 


REFUNDING REVENUE TO CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. PEARCE. I am instructed by the Com- | 


mittee on Finance, to which was referred Senate || 
bill No. 44, entitled ** A bill in addition to and 
amendatory of an act entitled ‘An act to provide 
lor the settlement of the accounts of the public offi- 
cers, and others, who may have received moneys 
arising from military contributions, or otherwise, 
in Mexico,’”’ approved March 3d, 1849, to report | 
the same back to the Senate, with an amendment, 
and ask that the bill and amendment be printed. || 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will be printed, || 
48a matter of course, and it is usual also to print 
the amendments. 

Mr.GWIN. In connection with this subject, | 
! wish to give notice to the Senate, that when this 
till comes up for consideration, in accordance 
with a resolution of the Legislature of California, 

will move to make some important amendments 
‘0 it. During the last Congress I brought this | 
subject to the notice of the Senate, prepared a bill, 
and had it referred to the Committee on Finance, 
tuthorizing the payment of the moneys collected | 
from the people of. California, in violation of law | 








tad the principles upon which this Government is | 


| that effort. 
_ comes up, I shall introduce an amendment to carry 


| ple 1am contending for, I wi 


government of that State. At that time the Com- 
mittee on Finance reported upon the bill, striking 
out the whole of it, and authorizing the payment 
to us of $300,000 instead of the millions of dollars 


| which had been paid by us in violation of our 
| rights as citizens of the United States. 


Since the 
adjournment of the last Congress, the Legislature 
of California has acted upon this subject, and 
passed resolutions in regard to it by a unanimous 
vote, which I presented to the Senate some time 
ago, and will now read. 

As this is a question of great importance to the 
people of that State, I will beg the indulgence of 
the Senate while | read the resolutions, which 
truly represent the unanimous voice of the people 
of the State: 

Joint Resolutions relative to the Civil Fund of California. 

Resolved by the Senate and Assembly, That we view 
with feelings of surprise and regret, the action of Congress 
in refusing to refund to the State of California, moneys col 
lected in her ports and from the honest industry of her citi- 
zens previous to her admission into the Federal Union. 

Resolved, That we consider the fund heretofore known 
as the Civil Fund of California, to be the property of this 
State, and that any other appropriation of it by the General 
Government we hold to be unjust and ungenervus. Taxa 
lion without representation, is a principle always repudiated 
by the American people. 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives be re- 
quested to continue all honorable exertions to procure from 
Congress the recognition of our right to the moneys taken 
from us by the General Government, and an appropriation 

| pproy 
to that effect, and that we call upon our sister State#to see 
that this act of justice is performed towards the youngest of 
the Republic. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to present to 
our Senators and Representatives, each, a copy of the fore 
going resolutions. JOHN BIGLER, 

Speaker of the Assembly. 
. DAVID C. BRODERICK, 
President of the Senate. 
APPROVED, May I, 1851. 
JOHN McDOUGAL, 


It is known to the Senate that I had these reso- 
lutions refetred to the Committee on Finance, of 


| which lam a member; and I moved, in commit- 


tee, that a bill be reported accordingly. | am sorry 
to say that 1 stood solitary and alone in favor of 
the introduction of such a bill; and I now give no- 
tice, that when the bill reported comes before the 
Senate, I will make an appeal to the representa- 
tives of the several States of the Union to interfere 


| and render effective this act of justice to Califor- 


nia. 
In addition to this, there was another class of 


| meritor‘ous claims which were referred to the same 


committee, designed to make some compensation 
to those patriotic citizens who prevented a num- 
ber of American citizens from starving by furnish- 
ing them with support en roule, and on their arrival 
in that country. This proposition was made by 
me, not alone in consequence of the suggestions of 
my own mind, although it met my cordial appro- 
bation, but in accordance with instructions from 
the Legislature of California. The resolution is 
this: 
Joint Resolution for the relief of Captain William Waldo, 
Charles N. Hall, and J. J. Petrie. 
Resolved, (the Assembly concurring,) That our Senators 


| in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives re- 
| quested, to use their influence and efforts to obtain an ap- 


propriation from Congress for the relief of J. J. Petrie ; 
also, for the relief of Captain William Waldo and Charles 
N. Hall, for money expended by them in affording relief to 
the destitute and suffering overland immigration, while 
acting under the direction of the Sacramento Relief Com 
pany ; and that the Governor of this State be requested to 
forward this resolution to our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress. JOHN BIGLER, 
Speaker of the Assembly. 
DAVID C. BRODERICK, 
President of the Senate. 
Approven, -fpril 5, 1851. ’ 
JOHN McDOUGAL. 


I also made an unsuccessful effort to have some 
appropriation made to pay these just and merito- 
rious claims, but I was equally unsutcessful in 
And I give notice, that when this bill 


into effect the object of that resolution of my State. 

That the Senate may be ane of the princi- 

will have printed with 

these remarks the bill relating to this subject as 
originally introduced by me: 

A Bill to authorize and direct the payment of certain mon- 
eys into the treasury of the State of California, which 
were collected in the ports of said State as a revenue 
upon imports, since the ratification of the treaty of peace 
between the United States and the Republic of Mexico, 
and prior to the admission of said State into the Union. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
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bled, That it is hereby made the duty of the President of” 


the United States. to cause to be paid info the treasury of 
the State of California, all the moneys collected in the ports 
now embraced within the limits of said State, from the thir 
tieth day of May, one thousand eight hendred and forty 
eight, to the day on which the collector appointed ander the 
act entitled * An act to extend the revenue laws of the Uni- 
ted States over the territory and wavers of Upper Califor- 
nia, and to create a collection district therein,’ approved 
March three, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, entered upon 
the duties of his office: Provided, That such monevs so to 
be paid to the State of California, shall be exclusive of all 
sums properly expended under the directions of the military 
de facto governors, for the necessary expenses of collecting 
the same; and also ail sums properly and justly expended 
under the directions of said officers for the purpose of ens 
rying on and sustaining the de facto government, which 
existed from the conelusion of peace between the United 
States and Mexico, unti! the present State government of 
California went into operation 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That itis hereby made 
the duty of the President of the United States to cause to 
be paid into the treasury of the State of California, all 
moneys collected as a revenue upon imports in the 
now embraced within the limits of said State, from the day 
on which the collector appointed ander the act aforesaid, 
approved third March, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, en 
tered upon the duties of his offiee, to the day on which the 
State ot California was admitted inte the Union: Provided 
That all such moneys so directed to be paid over shall be 
exclusive of all amounts properly disbursed in collecting 
the same. 

Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That itis hereby made 
the duty of the President of the United States to e 
to be paid into the treasury of the State of California, al) 
moneys collected ja the ports now embraced within the 
limits of said State, as hospital and hght dues, and which 
moneys were so collected prior to the day on which said 
State was admitted into the Union 

Sec. 4. nd beit further enacted, That the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized to provide and pre 
scribe such regulations, vonchers, and other forms, as in 
his judgment will be best calculated to carry out the fore 
going provisions of this lav. 3 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT. It is not in order to discuss 
this subject at the present time. 

Mr. PEARCE. I was about to say, that as the 
bill is not now under consideration, | did not con- 
sider it proper to reply to the remarks of the Sen- 
ator from Califormia; but when it is before us for 
consideration I hope I shall be able to vindicate 
the course of the committee. 

Mr. GWIN. 1 will meet the Senator there. 


ENGROSSED BILL PASSED. 

The following engrossed bill was read a third 
time and passed: 

An act supplementary to several acts of Con- 
gress, providing for the better security of the lives 
of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam, and for other purposes. 


ports 


mu~o 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the amend 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
to make land warrants assignable, and for other 
purposes; and, 
On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was 


Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 


EXILED IRISH PATRIOTS. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution expressive of the sympathy of Con- 
gress for the exiled Irjsh patriots, Smith O’Brien 
and Thomas F. Meagher and their associates. 

Mr. SEW ARD, (who has the floor on this sub- 
ject.) Mr. President, I move the postponement 
of that resolution until to-morrow, and that it be 
the special order for that day, at one o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT. -It is now a special order, 
and if postponed it will come up to-morrow at one 
o’clock. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then I! make the motion to 
postpone until to morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NON-INTERVENTION. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Mr. Ciarke’s resolutions on the subject of non- 
intervention. The pending question is the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Cass to the amendment of 
Mr. Sewarp. 

Mr. CASS addressed the Senate at length on the 
subject. He considered the subject in al! its bear- 
ings; he deprecated any demonstration of violence, 
and maintained the right, justice, and propriety of 
an open declaration of our opinion upon the sub- 
ject of violations of the law of nations. His 
speech will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. CLEMENS. For the purpose of enabling 
the Senator from North Carolina {Mr. Baperr} 
to conclude an unfinished speech, I move that the 


tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- || further consideration of this subject be postponed 
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tintil the day after to-morrow, and made the special 
order for that day. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 have no objection to the 
motion of my friend from Alabama to postpone 
this subject till the day after to-morrow, but ob- 
ject most decidedly to commencing my speech to- 
day when it is almost three o’clock. 

Mr. CLEMENS. The Senator need not pro- 
ceed until to-morrow. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the motion will be agreed 
to, as I want to ask the Senate to go into Execu- 
tive session on a matter of some importance. 

The motion was agreed to, 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On the motion of Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, February 10, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
Prayer by the Rev. C. M. Burrer, Chaplain 
of the Senate. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


TROOPS ON THE OREGON ROUTES. 


The SPEAKER stated as the first business in 
order, the motion of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Haven,] to reconsider the vote by 
which the House adopted, yesterday, a resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Oregon, (Mr. Lane, ] 
in reference to routes to Oregon; and that upon 
that motion the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Gorman] was entitled to the floor. 

On motionby Mr. HAVEN, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the House the pa- 
pers in the case of Peter Covil, for the purpose of 
reference to the Pension Department. 

Mr. KING, of New York. I desire, with the 
vermission of the gentleman from Indiana, to ask 
on to report back from the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, Senate bill amendatory of the act entitled ‘ An 
act to provide for holding the courts of the Uni- 
ted States in case of the sickness or other disa- 
bility of the judges of the district courts, ap- 
proved July 29th, 1850. 

The bill is a very short one, and may be dis- 
posed of in a few moments. There is a very ur- 
gent necessity for its passage. 

Mr. GORMAN. What disposition does the 
gentleman propose to make of the bill? 

Mr. KING, I desire to put it upon its passage. 
ft will not take two minutes. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to it. 

The resolution, the vote on the adoption of 
which, it is proposed to reconsider, is as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the House what steps, if any, 
have been taken to insure the protection of emigrants en 


route to Oregon, against the depredations of the Indians of 
that Territory: andin case no such steps have been taken 


for that purpose, that he be requested to cause the regi 

ment of Mounted Rifles to be placed upon duty within the 
Territory of Oregoun—the service for which said troops 
were created—and that he cause a portion of said regiment 
to be posted upon the main emigrant road from St. Joseph, 
on the Missouri, between Fort Hall and the Dalles of the 
Columbia river, aud the remainder thereof to be posted in 
the Rogue River Valley, on the road from Oregon to Cali 

fornia, said troops being necessary for the protection of 
emigrants and others traveling said road. 

Mr. GORMAN. The subject now under the 
consideration of the House is the resolution offered 
by the gentleman from Oregon, [Mr. Lawne,] 
in regard to the disposition of certain troops, for 
the protection of emigrants en route for that Ter- 
ritory. [have but a few observations which I 
desire to submit to the House, and I shall not ac- 
cupy the time allowed under the rule. Those re- 
marks | intend to address, as nearly as I can, tothe 
subject-matter under consideration, without any 
further digression than may seem indispensable to 
my purpose. 

This resolution is introduced for the 
obtaining certain information from the 


urpose of 
Dreeident. 
Tt also suggests to the President, as I understand 
it, the propriety of placing upon the Oregon route 


the mounted rifles. The point to which | wish to 
direct the attention of the House is this: that un- 
der the law creating that regiment, the mounted 
rifles were raised for the Oregon service; they 
were to be put upon that service, and for theiden- 
tical purpose proposed to be accomplished by the 
gentleman from Oregon, in his resolution. The |; 
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Secretary of War, in his last annual report, makes 
the following allusion to the subject; he says, 
speaking of the force already sent out to Oregon: 

‘* This force is deemed entirely inadequate for the pro- 
tection of the inhabitants, particularly of Oregon. The 
Governor of that Territory has represented this fact, and 
has urged an increase of the force stationed within it. The 
means now at the disposal of the Department do not enable 
it to comply with this demand. ’”’ 


The Governor here alluded to, is the honorable 
gentleman now representing that Territory. The 
Secretary of War proceeds: 

“In my last annual report I recommended the creation 
of a new regiment of mounted men. The withdrawal of 
the regiment of mounted riflemen from the Pacifie has, to 


some extent, diminished the necessity of creating an addi- 
tional regiment of that description of force, as that country 


is not peculiarly adapted tu cavalry, and its place may well | 


be supplied by infantry.’’ 

Now, it is in reference tothat recommendation, 
and to the subject-matter of the resolution, to which 
1 would ask the attention of the House. The Sec- 
retary of War will excuse me if I differ from him 


in relation to that recommendation, for no. gentle- | 


man upon this floor has a higher regard for him, 
as a gentleman and a man,than I have. But the 
idea of a recommendation to this Congress to sub- 
stitute infantry for mounted troops upon the fron- 
tier service, is so anomalous in its character, and 


so much in conflict with all military experience, | 
that it struck me at first blush as the most re- | 


markable recommendation I ever heard. The idea 
of usittg infantry in preference to mounted troops 
on the exposed frontier, against Indians maraud- 


ing to and fro, committing depredations at one | 


point to-day, and at another point forty miles dis- 
tant to-morrow, does seem to me to be a most re- 
markable recommendation. 


But, sir, what was the object of raising this rifle" 


regiment? I say to the House, that the gentle- 
man from Oregon [Mr. Lane] has stated it cor 
rectly. This rifle regiment had its origin in the 
recommendation of the President of the United 
States to the Twenty-ninth Congress. That rec- 


ommendation will be found in the Congressional | 
Globe for the first Session of the Twenty-ninth 


The President said: 

‘* For the protection of emigrants, while on their way to 
Oregon, against the attacks of the Indian tribes occupying 
the country through which they pass, I recommend that a 
suitable number of stockades and block-house forts be 
erected along the usual route between our frontier settle- 
ments on the Missouri and the Rocky Mountains; and that 


Congress. 


an adequate force of inounted riflemen be raised to guard and | 


protect them on their journey.’’ 


That recommendation of the President of the 


United States, made at the commencement of the 


Twenty-ninth Congress, brought the subject up | 


for consideration before the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. It will be found, by reference to 


page 726 of the same Congressional Globe, that the | 


subject was debated, and that the very point made 
by every individual who’participated in that de- 
bate was, that these troops were to be a guard for 
emigrants going to Oregon. No member upon this 
floor, who looks into the history of the law by 
which this mounted regiment was created, can 
come to any other conclusion—first, from the rec- 
ommendation of the President; and secondly, from 
the debate upon the subject—than that the regi- 
ment was raised for that service, and for thatalone. 

Mr. Benton, in the Senate, made a speech on 


the subject—which will be found in the Congres- 


sional Globe—in which he took this same view; 
and Mr. Gordon made a speech in this House, in 
which he also took the same view. 

Mr. Gordon, in his speech, said: 


** Now, in the opinion of the President, it is necessary || 
that, in this particular service, there should. be a particular | 


foree—a force of mounted riflemen; and that the ordinary 
infantry force of the country would not answer the purpose. 
What is the ebject of establishing these block-house forts, 


and stockades, and organizing this force of mounted rifie- | 
It is not only to protect emigrants on their way to | 


men? 
Oregon, but to encourage their emigration thither. And 
unless we are prepared to abandon, not only the assertion 
of our claims, but our claims themselves, to Oregon, and to 
present ourselves in opposition to the President, we are 
bound to carry out his recommendation, and, as I think, to 
establish this force in that region of the country.”’ 


And again: 


‘Now, for the purpose of protecting emigrants on their 
way to Oregon, and ofencouraging their going there, I am 
in favor of having one regiment of riflemen mounted, in 
whole or in part, at the discretion of the President, for this 
peculiar service, between the Missouri and the Rocky 
Mountains, as well as for the purpose of keeping the In- 
dians in check, and preventing hostilities on their part against 
our frontier settlers. °’ 


There was not an individual who spoke upon 


‘| the subject, in either end of the Capitol, who 
| any other view than that this mo 
was designed for the protection 
Oregon. The President, or the Secretar of W 
under his advice and counsel, has oul - 
mounted riflemen from the Pacific border, and ne 
| but few, if any, troops on that long and ‘aa o a“ 
_ Indian frontier, and these troops are not thoumel 
This force are troops that are stationed at certain 
points along other routes, and this route Propoaed 
to be protected by this mounted rifle regiment ; 
now Lateasios. . . 
Mr. EVANS, (interrupting.) I wish to ask 
the gentleman if I am to understand him to Say 
thet President Taylor, or President Fillmore vik 
drew that mounted regiment ? oa 
Mr. GORMAN. Yes, sir, I do say so, 
Mr. EVANS. My impression is—and { way 
here at the time—that they were withdrawn \ 
President Polk. 
Mr. GORMAN. Well, the mounted regiment 
was withdrawn 
Mr. LANE, (interrupting.) If the gentleman 
will allow me I will put this matter straight, | 
pledge my word, that the gentleman from Mary. 
land has got this thing wrong in his head. The 
regiment was ordered to Oregon in 1849, and gy. 
rived there in the fall of that year; they remained 
| there until the spring of 1851, when they wer 
| ordered out of Oregon by the then Administration, 
That is the true history of this regiment. The 
gentlemen from Texas [Mr. Howarp] fell into 
great mistake yesterday, when he said that the 
regiment had been ordered from California and not 
Oregon. That regiment never was in California, 
Mr. EVANS. I did not say that it was, 
Mr.LANE. No; but the gentleman from Tex. 
as did. 
* Mr. GORMAN. I had supposed that it was 
done under the administration of President Tay- 
lor, but | care not under whose administration jt 
was done—whether under that of President Polk, 
Taylor, or of Mr. Fillmore. I do not, upon this 
occasion, intend, by any means, to attack the ad- 
ministration either of President Taylor or of Mr, 
Fillmore. My object is to get at the point, whether 
the law originally passed did not intend the service 
| of the mounted riflemen, for this Oregon route. If 
so, I ask, has not the Government, in ordering 
that force from the Territory, gone in direct oppo- 
sition to the intention of the law? That is the 
point. Itis the privilege, under the law, of the 
President of the United States to order troops to 
whatever positions he pleases; but the idea of 
taking mounted men from the frontier of Oregon— 
a mountainous country, and that portion which is 
not mountainous being a large part of it prairie— 
the idea of following Indians who almost invaria- 
bly travel on horseback, with infantry, carrying 
their muskets, rifles, cartouche-boxes, and pro- 
visions, is certainly the most novel recommenta- 
tion I ever heard in my life. “I know of no man 
in this country—there is none in this broad land, 
save, perhaps, one man, and that is the gallant 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army—to whose 
opinion in relation to the protection of the country 
and its frontier, 1 would pay more deference than 
to that of the gallant Representative of Oregon. 
He has given you a history of that country, and 
many details of the Indian depredations. 
Sir, a few commanders such as he is, would 
soon rid this country from Indian depredations 
| upon that frontier. And when his opinions und 
recommendations come in conflict with those of 
the Secretary of War—I care not how well the 
Secretary may be posted up in the military affairs 
of the United States—his recommendation would 
not weigh much with me in comparison with that 
of the man whom I know marks out his designs 
with judgment and skill, and executes them with 
a dexterity and promptness not surpassed, if 
equaled, by any other man who ever drew 4 
' sword or stood before an enemy. I say, when! 
come to see the recommendation of that man, | 
| feel that I-am safe to follow it—a man, of whom, 
I can say to the country and the world, that in 
the hour of peril and danger, he sees at a glance 
the weak points of the enemy and his own force— 
and avails himself of the advantage instantly. He 
then goes into the contest with an eye that never 
blinks and a heart that never falters, combin 
with a love of country and a patriotism that has 
| no superior in this broad land; when I come © 
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